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WHICH MAY BE TAKEN OVER PALESTINE 
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No steps have been taken since the niteste of* 1945 


to invite the views of H.M. Representatives in Middle 

Eastern countries on the subject of Palestine, but it 

is known that H.M. Representatives are all agreed that 
the weaetion of the Arabs to any solution to the 


Palestine question which they regarded as unacceptable 
would be violent. The Secretary of State may however 


care to look again at the attached three telegrams 
from Sir H. Stonehewer Bird, one of May, one of July 
and one of December last, from which it will be seen 
that he holds this view very strongly, and that he 
believes the consequences would be very serious for 


British interests. 


ANTICIPATED REACTIONS IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES 0 THE DECISION 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


[Cypher] CABINET DISTRIBULTON 
PROM BAGDAD TO FORRIGN OFFICE 
Sir H, Stonehewer pa 


No. 390. 
1LOth May, 1946, R; Vote “Pots 1Oth May, 1946, 


4,30 p.m, LlOth May, 1946. 


Repeated to Jerusa.cil; 
Beirut No. 64, 
Jedda Ne. 805 
Paris ~- Saving. 


and wet = ur 


TMP ORT.ANT. 
ity telegram Ne.d379. 
The Regent called for me on Way Oth, He wished, 


as a friend, to appeal to you personally through me in 
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Feeling against us was steadily increasing and if His 


llajesty's Government were vo seek to implement the findings 


Ginglne US Cornet of the Commission neither he or any of our friends in 
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Traq would be able to raise a voice in our defence. 


should be playing straight snte the hands of our enemies. 


The Regent was sad rather than angry, as all Iraqi states— 


+he maintainance of our snfluence in the 


They 


men. They believe 
wiadle Bast to be essential in the irab interest. 
hat for us to pursue a policy repugnant to the 
arabs will give the Russians, whom they dread, the 

ne in their affairs even lf not 


realised t 


opportunity to interve 


entirely to supplant us, 


Publication of the report has S17 


eady given an un 
st partles. 


welcome fillip to the newly formed Leftl 
9, 1 promised she Regent to telegraph his views to 


you. I was sure thet you would not be unmoved by this 


friendly personel appeal 


“@ 


C 
“ 
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pany 


3. I fully appreciate the delicacy and difficulty 
His Majesty's Government, and the grave 
ope, but I feel that L 
duty if I did not add 


of the question for 
state of displaced persons in Hur 
should be seriously neglecting my 
my personal appeal to that of the Regent. 

4, Iwas in closest touch with Ibn Saud during the 


threg most critical years of the war. When France had 


collapsed and we were in dire straits, the leading arabs, 


from all states, felt that the golden opportunity 
foment trouble for us in Palestine 


:aduasala a 


was being missed to 
and Syria, Ibn Saud's reply was invariably: "The only 


hane of independence for the .rabs of Syria and Palestine 
ties in a British victory, Do nothing to impede them ana 


trust them to keep faithful when they have won the war", 


At the risk of losing the friendship of France, We kept 


faith over Syria, Must we lose the good name which we 


gained from a just and courageous policy in Syria by 


fellowing what the whole world will regard as a policy of 


enforesd colonisation unparallelled in history? Worse 


perhaps from our point of view 4t will be regarded by all 


g a flagrant breach of faith because 19359 White Paper, 


mach as many disliked it, was regarded as an expression of 


His Majesty's covernment's final policy, and it is 


impossible to argue any arab out of that belief. 


5, It is not, however, on moral grounds alone but 


on grounds of long term national and imperial expediency 


that I plea the arab cause. Your policy, as exposed at 


the Middle Bast Conference last September, was one of cc- 


the economic and social field and subject to 
/defence 


operation in 
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defence in the military. This policy, in my opinion and, 


I believe, in that of my colleagues in otner countries 


$6 doomed to complete failure if His iajesty's Government 


Introduced a policy for Palestine unacceptable to the 


Arabs as a whole, 
6, All of us here have been much impressed by the 


constancy of our friends of all classes at this critical 


time, but feeling against us 1s growing daily stronger 


among the irresponsible who are of course the most yocal. 


Those in power could only damp down hostility for as Long 


as they believe that His Majesty's Government 
the whole of their position in the 
will set every 


in spite of 


report will not risk 
Widdle East by sntroducing a policy which 
Apab against them anu wusyun mvasee vs 9-973 oe aon cae Rises 
lives and property of tens of thousands of harmless 


indigenous Jews who have no sympathy, and are indeed 


strongly opposed, to gionist aspirations. 


7, A declaration by His dajesty's Government that 


Arabs could appeal to U.N.eO. would only be 4 paliative. 


e ludicious of the Traqi Government to try 
s no concern of 


It is of cours 


and maintain that the Palestinian question i 


United States Government (see my telegram No. 365 paragraph 8) 


put they will I tear persist in this legalistic views All 
Tragis will maintain (as they do to us d 


Majesty's Government are assiduously courting the United. 


hope of financial favour. The 


gily) that His 


States Government in the 
stion of U.NeO. in United States convinces 


geographical pos 
LT hope it 


them that Jewish influence will be paramount. 
hat while our reputation for 


will also not be, forgotten % 
world stiil 


straight re orp. omtd. | in this part of the 


stands comparatively high, American po 


/regarded 


Licey and. enterprise 15 
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Bie a 


regarded as selfish and irresponsible, The United States 


cannot yet take our place or indeed even adequately share it. 


8. I feel strongly that a very early statement that no 
final policy will be decided upon without full consultation 
with the Arab States is essential. I can think of nothing 
short of this that will enable the Regent and the Iraqi 
Gevernment to stem the rising tide of anti-British feeling, 
which in the long run is bound to have a devastating effeot 
on our influence in a part of the world vital to us. 

Foreign Office please pass to Beirut, Jedda as my 
telegrams Nos,64 and 35 respectively and Paris (for Secretary 
of State) as my Saving telegram No.2 


[Repeated te Beirut and Jeddaas Forgign Office i. 


VERA AND INVMge VY 


Conference (Saving) as No.197 11th May, 1946] 
OTP. 
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LThis telegram is of particular secrecy eal should be retained 
by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


[ CYPHER] CABINET DISTRIBULIGN 
FROM BAGDAD LO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Sir H. Stonehewer~-Bird. De 4405. Dele 13th July 1946. 


No. 556. R. 6,25 p.m. 13th July 1946, 
Leth Jul July 1946. 


Re 
eas 
Beirut, 
Jedda, 
Amman, 
Jerusalem. 


IMPORTANT 


SECRAT 


Mu teleoram No. 555. 
There are sO many courses open to His Majesty's Government 


and the United States Government in dealing with Palestine 


problem that it is difficult to envisage what the consequences 
are likely to be in Iraq» I feel however that I should sketch 
my views of the consequences of the four possible alternatives. 
All these must be considered in the light of the fact that Moslem 
months of Ramadhan begin at the end of July and fanaticism is now 
at a high pitch. 

9. Firstly, if it is decided to permit no further Jewish — 
immigration without prior sanction. of the Arabs, we can count on 
ania ta: of goodwill in this part of the world. In parti- 
cular we could be sure that a much more effective barrier would 
exist to Russian penetration and we and the Regent and the pro- 
British Government which we could hope for would be in a strong 


position to resist pressure for a redical revision of the 


existing treaty. 
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a 


as a 

Oe. Secondly, if it is decided to admit a considerable 
number of ‘Jews in the next few months but at the same time 
to inform the Arab world categorically that no further 
Jewish immi gration will be permitted thereafter without the 
approval of the Arab States and that no transfers of land 
Will be permitted, reaction here though very strong, might 
well be confined to clamour in the press, to Government 
protests and to demonstrations controlled by the police 
(though I fear large Jewish community here would suffer 
grievously). I think however that we might reasonably 
hope that Iraqi Government and probably other Arab Governments 
would grudgingly accept the decision if they were also 


assured that this was part of world-wide scheme for the relief 


of displaced persons and that other countries were contributing 


‘hee gn ee tt #H-<g5 Om we be woes 


4, Thirdly, if decision Ls on the lines that a con- 
siderable number of Jews will be admitted and there is no 
(repeat no) final {? gp. omitted] reaction would be extremely 
violent. . It will almost certainly be necessary to evacuate 
all British and american women and children and though I 
have no doubt that to begin with police Will make some effort 
to control the demonstrations, Government will not be able to 
withstand public pressure which will be fanned by Leftish | 
parties acting for their own ends, We must therefore count 
on serious damage to British (ineluding Indian) and American 
owned property and assaults on British and American nationals, 
There would be grave trouble in Kirkuk oil-field and serious 
reduction in deliveries to Haifa. Position of Jewish 


community would be critical, 


o. Fourthly, if Commission's report is accepted in its 


entirety it will probably be necessary to evacuate all 


British 


AN 
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British and American nationals in Bagdad to Habbaniyah. 
eecurity personnel and installations in the oil-fields 
would certainly be most seriously menaced and similar 
troubles would undoubtedly occur in Basra and Mosul (in 
which city evacuation problem is extremely difficult). 
Government would consider cancelling I,P.C. concession, 
denouncing Anglo-Iraqi treaty and breaking off diplomatic 
relations with us and United States Government. In such 
circumstances military intervention by us would almost 
certainly be necessary. 

6. If either third or fourth policies are adopted 
effect on our long-term policy in Iraq would be disastrous 


and we should have to expect immediate advance in Soviet 
propaganda with consequent steady deterioration in our 


position, military and economic. 
Foreign Office please pass to Beirut, Jedda, Amman 


as my telegrams Nos. 89, 61 and 5 respectively, 


(Repeated to Beirut No. 541, Jedda No, 294 and Amman No, 11] 


(OTP) 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained bY the authorised recipient and not passed on, J 


Gypher /OTP DIPLOMATIC SECRET. 


FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Sir H. Stonehewer Bird D:.8.10 ame 3rd December, 1946 


No. 922 
9nd December, 1946 


Repeated to New York (Federal). 


R: 8.55 am 3rd December, 1946 


Eobebodobeds 


DEDIP 
Your telegram No, 2556 to Federal New York, 


paragraph 2. 
T think I should stress that while it is obviously 
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view highly improbable that anything in the nature of a 


Left-wing Government as understood in Europe will result, 


The new Government, though not Left-wing, might, however, 
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be extremely nationalistic and anti-British (e.g. under 
Tawfigq Suwaidi). | 
Be Furthermore, i must repeat warnings issued from 
this Embassy that if decision reached on Palestine 
question is unacceptab)e to Arabs any Government, no 
matter how friendly it wishes to be, will be under such 
pressure that we shall be faced with drastic demands for 
Treaty revision and no military conversations on c0- 
operation would therefore be possible. Pleage see my 
telegram No. 590 in which I reported that Regent had 


stressed that if Palestine solution were unacceptable, 


not 
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not even our best friends here, including himself, 


would be able to stand up for us. 


Foreign Office please pass to Federal New York 


as my telegram No. 1. 


[Hopeat ca to United Kingdom Delegation New York 
under Foreign Office Noy 3671. ] | 
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[This télegram is of particulsur secrecy and should be “’ 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTI_N. 
TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mr. Byres. D.9.45 pom. 28th January 1947. 
NO. 16 R. 8.50 a.m. 29th January 1947. 


28th January 1947. 
Repeated to Bagdad, 
mf Oe Cairo, 
Jedda, 
Jerusalem 
Beirut Saving. 
VvVvYV 


‘Head of President's office asked me to call 


this afternoon and said that the President, who is 


indisposed, wished me to know tnat he intended to 
canvas other Arabic heads of States with a view to 


making a joint approach to the King on the subject 
of Palestine. The Arabs saw in the ralestine 


Conference their last hope of a just solution and it 


was the President's intention to suggest to the other 
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heads of state that His iiujesty should be requested 

to instruct his Government to adopt a benevolent 
attitude towards the Arab case. 

Qe I was much taken aback and pointed out the 

Obvious objections to such a demarche. But I was 

left with the impression that the President's mind 

was made up (if indeed he has not already taken the 
first steps) and that he only wished to inform me of his 
intention out of courtesy. You may therefore wish to 


deliver flank attack on this project through other posts 
concerned. 


a® Jalrusalem please pass to Amman as my telegram No.2. 
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Dated. - - 


Repeat to: ~ | 


Damascus 
JerusaleR, ” 


Cypher 


Cabinet Dist. 


Copy tp: 
Coloni 1 Office. 


Damascus telegram No. 16 [of the 
28th January: proposed approach to 
The King on the subject of Palestine]. 

I do not know how far this seopoeel 
may have developed or whether the | 
Syrian President has yet made any 


approach to the heads of other Arab 


OLA LES. iL OLIAL+SL» LLVVGVY ws 9 We Set ee 
you will take any steps which you 
appropriately can to discourage the 


proposal. 
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[This telegram is of particular seorecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en]. 


Cypher OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD NOe 


lst February 192/. 


Repeated to Damascus No. 35 
Jerusalem 
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IMMEDIATE | 
Damascus telegram No. 16 [of the 26th January: 


“391440 G40938 


proposed approach to The King on the subject of 


Palestine]. 
I do not knew how far this proposal may have 


developed or whether the Syrian President has yet made 
any approach to the heads of other Arab States. I 


NOO NOT 


~~ 


“ringme, 


shall, however, be glad if you will take any steps 


ey 


which you appropriately can to disoourage the preposal. 
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[This telegram is of particular seorlecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not gpassed on]. 


5 
Cypher OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


sir H. Stonehewer Bird 
No. 106 De 4e21 Dome th February 1927. 


Repeated to Beirut (Please pass to Damascus as my 
| telegram No. 8) : 
Jerusalem (Please pass to Amman as ny 
telegram No. 3) 


Jedda 
Cairo 


ra 
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(EDIATE 


fo 
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Beirut telegram No. 59 to you: Proposed appeal by 


vw WvGKe VA Nagy VUGNUS BU LUD Hale 
Prime Minister dined with the Counsellor on February 
3rd and informed him that on the day before he had 
received the appeal from the Lebanon that the Regent 
should join in the proposed message to The King. The 
Prime Minister had heard nothing from Syria. He had 
immediately replied that the Constitutional position was 
not the same in the United Kingdom as it was in the 
Arab countries. Arab rulers could to large extent 
influenee polities direetly. His Majesty was bound by 


Constitutional practice. It was therefore vital not to 


6 ° 
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\s 
Nas 
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Say 
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- D9 
do anything thet would be unconstitutional in the 
United Kingdom or embarrass The King. 
Should therefore instruct their representative in 
London to enquire whether such « démar he would be 
proper and effective, Meanwhile no instructions 
have been sent to Iraqi Awbassador in London. 

2. Counsellor spoke as instructed in your 
telegram No. 87 to me. Nuri Seemed confident that 
nO more would be heard of this business, but in sny 
Gase it seems certain that the Regent will not join 
in any message. | 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1e 
M JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mare Grafftey Smith De 1-00 pom 4th February, 1947. 


Ne 
4 ch February, 1947. Re 4020 Dem. 4th February, 1947. 


Repeated to Cairo 
Bagdad 
Beirut (Please pass to Damascus as my 
telegram No. 4). 
Jerusalem (Please pass to Amman as my 
telegram No. 6). 
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Beirut telegram No. 59. La 


Proposed appeal to His Majesty the King about 
Palestine. 


I told ical dca aul of the Ministry of Foreign 
difeare.on Be>suany opadkak teqpsidened, the Syrian 
in the Palestine issue unwise. 


2. I said that His Majesty's constitutional 
position vis a vis his Government was well known. 
Not only would this relationship make the proposed 
démarche by the Arab rulers nugatory but they might 
make themselves ridiculous, since others with 
knowledge of the facts would represent the démarche 
as mere Arab window dressing. 


es] 
° 
be] 
og 
* 
6? 
= 
=~ 
© 
nn 
=-4 
= 
mm 
os 
t sg 
a 
ar 
-) 
m 
© 
© 
x 
© 
© 
wv" 
vl 
oe 
_ 
an 
© 
= f 
r 4 


3. I asked that my remarks might be ee 
to King Ibn Saude 


[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat}. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 
Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM JEDDA TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


ur, Grafftey Smith, 0D. 9,0 a.m, 8th February, 1947. 
No, 5%. : 
8th February, 1947, Rk. 2.0 p.m, 8th February, 1947, 


Repeated to Cairo 
Bagdad, 
Beirut, 
Damascus, 
Amman (Jerusalem please 
pass as No. 7). 


5588 
TiiPORTANT. 


SECRET, 
IGHT, 

Your telegram No, 43, 

Ibn Saud and. Arab problems, 

Official of the siinistry of Foreign Affairs read . 
to me February 7th further message to me from the King. 

On such occasions I am not permitted to copy the Arabic 
text of the message but the following is the sense. 

De "I am a firm friend of the British and shall not 
change; but I must say to them that the Jews are dangerous 
to the Arabs and British alike, Even if the Arabs gave 
them facilities my heart would never approve a Jewish 
(ep. undec: ?State] because this is the danger both now 
and in the future, But I shall speak as the League 
speaks, because the League speaks for all Arabs. 1 
shall never hasten to attack Great Britain", 

3, This somewhat obscure statement may be Ibn 


Saud's response to your message sent through the Saudi- 
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Arabian Minister in London, I hesitate to attempt to 


interpret but I take it as meaning: 
(a) that the King will not fight the Arab 
League on our behalf, 
(b) that the King will accept any League 
decision about Palestine, 
(c) that he will not personally initiate any 
action against us. 

4, The King stated to my United States colleague 
on January 21st that he would never take hostile action 
against Britain or America, I have thanked him for 
this latest re-affirmation of his personal good-will. 


Beirut please pass Important to Damascus a5 my 
telegram No. 5. : | 
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FROM BEIRUT TO FORRIGN OFFICE 
ur. Talbet 


february "4947. 


Repeated te Damascus No. 22 ) 
Amman Ne. 8. 
Bagdad Ne..9 
Jedda Ne. 9 Saving. 
Caire Ne. 8 : 
Jerusalem Ne. 11 ) 


“* YYYYYY 


RESTRICTED 
Palestine. 
The following is a translation of the reference te 


the Palestine question in the Minister for Foreign 


wwe eww we ON yO A te te TT hho nane 


Chamber on the 12th Rebruary. 


"T must finally address a werd te dear and brotherly 


Palestine, Our heart beats here in unison with hers. We 


associate ourselves with her national aspiration. She 
may rest assured that we will be at her side as long as 
her national struggle lasts. We will defend her rights 
to the extreme limits of solidarity with the members of 
the Arab League fully convinced that her cause is ours 


and that the defence of her rights is eurs". 


R. 12.10 pom, 17th February 1947. 
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Cables : THE ARAB OFFICE Telephone: I 
ARABOFFICE LONDON. 92,-EATON PLACE | SLOANE 0724-5 
LONDON, S.W.1 


7th February, 1947 


The Director of the Arab Office presents his 


compliments to the Rt. Hon. Hector McNeil 
and has the honour to enclose a memorandum 
submitted in evidence to the Anglo-American 
Committee of Enquiry on Palestine by 


Mr. T.. Reid, M.P., member of the Woodhead 
(Partition) Commission of 19%. 


The Rt. Hons Hector McNeil, P.C. 
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Jewish State ce established in Palestine? 


by T. Reid, GoeGe, vale 


I have been mixed up with this problem for uany years in no 
superficial manner. I want to Palestine in 1936 rather annoyed with 
Arabs and Zews for not collaborating peacefully as urged by the 
honest broker, sritain, the lesg-sufiering mandatory Power. 

Havin the right to probe, I probed and have probed since, 
the tortuous Sinucsities of the subject. I found out that the 
ebementary fact was thet the honest broker had created the 
Balestine problem by tie Saifour Zteclaration. Revelation cane to 

me as i got behind the saoke screen of propaganda and discovered 
one of the most remarkable ac:.ievewe:ts in history. I found 
thet in brivain, swerica and other countries, dacent peoples, 
misled by one-sided propaganda <- the Arabe being far avay and 


not provided with goney which spasaks in politics - peoples 


ww We oe wt -- 


UCNBSLY S66 sIY VE wie aw wey Bee ren ew mee wm 
cause of the political Zionists was just and wise, though it vas 
contrary to every known principle of moral® or law. Row I w-s8 


old-fashioned enough to agree with Burke, whom I quoted in my 
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dissent om the Partition Gow.ission's Report ; “It is «ith 
the greatest dirfriculty that I am able to seperate policy from 
justice. Justice is itself the great standing policy of civil 
society; and any eminent aeparture from it, under any circue 
stances, lies under the Suspicion of being no policy at all". 
Yes, honesty is the best policy. | 

I stili adhere to ay old-fashioned views of whet true atates- 
manship i8e I aw pro justice, pro Arab, pro Briton, oro Jew; | 
and I consider that the setting up of a Jewish state in Palestine 
would be disastrous for all of them amd to the last dexyree 
im.oral and unjust. 

The Palestine problem was end still is caused by the 
attempt to establish there 4a Jewish StateeThat’ problem cannot begin tof 


be solved until it is iecided ahether a Jewish State is or is not 
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to be establisied. 

The decision should depend on a knowledge of the relevant 
facts and on honest, Straishtforward rexsouing about thos e 
facts, Hot on irrelevant side issues, aS, for instance, shether 
Jewish settlements in Paleatine are self-supporting or nob, | 
whether the Palestine Governsent, british companies or the 
Jews finsnesd frou autside, or the arabs financed by theit-~ 
selves, coniributed wost to the rehabilitation of Palestine, 
whether arabs have increased their citrus cultivation since 
1920 by 500 or 600%, whather Jes or arabs com.dtted most acts 
whether there were srab conscripts in the turkish 


of vislence, 


Aray in the first worla War or conseript Jews in the Kaiser's — 


araiy. 
The claim to the soversignty of a country must be based 


to-day on moral or legai rights, or both, if it is to win the 


approval of the people of Britain, of our impire, of America, 


of the worl. 36 may dismiss the rizht of conquest in the 


days ef the Covenant of the League of Nations and of the 


Atlantic Charter. 4nd if eamquest is to be considered, id not 


the arabs, aS Aiiies. help greatly to conquer Palestine in 19187 


The Zionists are of two «Kinds; these Jews who desire a 


spiritual, cultural home in Palestine, to whom I wish all 


guccess, and the olitical Zionists who desire to have a Jewish 


State in Palestine. The latter, in gy opinion, are a tiny 


fraction of the Jews of the world. But from the outset, the 


Zionist organisation's objective was a dewish State and they 


desired to have it, not in the East African hizhlands or in any 


place except Palestine, 
Empire at the beginning of t 


to collapse at long last, 


the political Zionists s#a¥ tiie opportunity of securing 4 Jowish 


State in Palestine, not from the people of Pelesting, but from 


the Allies, or rather from britain, which was neither owner nor 
occupier of Palestine. 
connection of the Jewish people with Palestine. So we have to 


get down to woral bedrock and analyse this clali@e 


«og < | 
ae are pa : 
a doy 7 
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x ; aA / 


a lang ruled by the Turkish Sultans whose ' 


he twentieth century seemed to be shout 


‘when qTarkey entered the fireat world war 


They based their claim@ on the historical 
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@ When the Israelites, ahout 1100 5.6., entered the bill country 
round Jerusales, the area now cacijied Palestine Was not uninh: bited. 
Leng before that Semitic or other peoples had poured across the 
Arabian deserts into the country now calie d Falestine. Egyptian 
Kings ruled this area before the Israelites came, probably from 
Egypt. to which Lhey had emigrated. 

They fount with their neighbours the Fnilistines on the coast 
and others, and there were inter-tribal Israelite warse Their 
territory varied in size eeoeraina to the fortunes of Ware In 
the 1lOth century 3.%- under Solowon and David they united and 

conquered probably a great part of the area now cailed Palestine. 
Then they, epiit into two hostile states, the northern of Israel 

in Sinaia, the southern of Judaea round Jerusalem, and the coastal 
peopl va! regained treir independence. Both xingdows retained a | 
precarious sort of indepenagence ior about tus eenturies. 


i the Sth century 5.G. the Assyrians imposes their rule over 


m~ - 4 mm -_ 92 FS Ae 


wives ot wv‘ va er 


In| the 97th and 6tb centuries the Babylonians conquered both 
Kingdoms and Palestine, sacxed Jerusalem ana dispersed the Jews. 


In 539 Gyrus of *ersia conquersa Babslon ana aliowed those 
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Jews who so desired io return to their former domicile in Palestine, 
which for three or four centuries *«8 a satrapy of the persian 
ELmpiree | | 

In the Ath century B.C. Alexancer the orcat conquered the Near 
cast. He took the Jewish settisers to Alexandria. On his ceath 
his general Ptolemy ruied in Palestine. Later the rival Greek 
ruler Antiochus of sntioch of ti.@ Salsucid aynsasty conquered 
Palestine. 

The attempt to eatablish the Greek polytheistic relision inter 
alia led to a revolt by Lhe monotheistic Jews under their oriest 
xings the Maccabees in the second century BeSe and for a brief 
period Judaea was again iniepencent. 

The Roman Pompey stormed Jerusalem® in 63 8.5 since shen 


(2,000 years ago) there ias not been a Jewish State im any part of 


what is now caiied Palestine. It became practica.iy 4 oman 
| ae, ae 
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province, though rulers lixe Herod were allewed to call t{henseives 


ralers Were called procurators, of whom Pontius 


kings. Later ths iocal 


Pilate was on@e | 
The Jews revolted against Roman rul¢ an. Titus sac«ed 


Jerusales in A.L. 76. Later rebellions by a siesaiah and others led 


to the wholesale destruction of Jerusaley by the xomans in 155 


AeUie and the asportation af the Jews. Only « few thousand were 


left in their homeland. But at the time there were about five times 


smpire a8 there were in 


Falestine. 


after 500 years of Roman rule, in the seventh century Acie, 


the arabe, breaking out of the srabian desert, conquered all 


Syria including Palestine end set up an iupire atretebin; from 


Baghdad to Spain, which lasted aboug 300 years. In Jerusalem they 


and built the beautiful HoBque, the Tome of the 


They ruled in turn from 


had a University 
Rock,on the site of the Jewish Templee 
pedina, Lasascous oF Baghdade 

In the Llt:. century the Seljuk Turks cocquered ail Syria. 


Frog 1096 on the Crusaders held, t1lil tie end of the leth cen ury, 
a precarious Kingaon of Jerusaivme. They alsiost exterminated the 


Jews of southern Gyria, Palestine. 


For the next £05 years the aweluke dynasty of sdypt ruled all 


Syria, Guring *®. ici period Mongol raids devastated ite 


In 1517 the ottoman Turks conquered Syria ana raled all 


Syria til) 1916. Ginmce tien no state has rules Palestine a8 a 


sovereign authority. 
Some of those Jes pergscatea ii tie West by Shristians had 
returned to Falestine and in 1645 there were about 12,000 Jews 


in Falestinge.e Before 1900 baroh Rotheacniid and. others financed 


Jewish settlements or colenies in Palestine wich inereased the 
Jewish popu.ation theres 


raring the {iret worid war the Tarkes Kiiled arab leaders of 


Syria, starved auxing and ruined the country, including Palestine, 


and about 12, 00 Jewish refugees fled to alexandria in Smerican 


shipse In 1919, aiter the War, there were avout 60,000 Jews in 
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the area now oajled Palestine and asout 650,000 Arabs exciusive 
of Bedouin. These Arabs Were very mixed; they were the descendants 
o£ the Various peopleswio, before and after the Israelites! arrival 
had invaded Palestine from across Arabia and from elsewhere, with 
whom the Arab euiniachenlniarnils They *ere woStiy soslems but 
there were nearly 105,000 Arab Christians. The bend of 411 in 1919 
Was the arabic language, ira’b ways of life anc the menory of arab 
greatness in arts “aa AUB All syria, including its southern — 
counties or canjac@ of Acre, Balqa and the Sanjak of Jerusalem (all 
1 ter made into aodern Faleatine) had been ruined by 400 years of 
blizhting Turkish rule, aauring which it was hanued over to the tax 
gatherer to wiew the revenues we.e farmed oute In this period 
neither Arab nor Jew cogls procresse It was ru.ced by the sar and 
the ruthless cruelty practieed on the ps°ple by the Tarks ehen srab 
disioyaliy Was discovered. Hundreds of thousands had died of 

eee de di ics ‘ius cided eed “Biba ied tk oes Se 


in ti:gusande ann@ally to serve in the Turkish armies. It was the 


southern part of this pelpless, down-and-out Syria, Paisatine, 
that the political cionists claimed in view of the historical facts 
Sxetcheui AvOVEee fhe prospects of aggression were socd. How could 
the wuined country, usorganised politically, resist? ho sould have 
tiought thet neicnbouring arab states would intervene? 

wowever, Ht. Asyuith, British fFremier, on hearing of this pro- 


posal, deemed i. foolisiie In truth, it «as audacious. 


It proposed 
to deprive the people of Palestine of the soverci.maty of their 
country. About 2,.00 years before the Jews jad ruled parts of 
Patestine for a few esaturlese The srabe hed ruiedthe country 
centuries luter for about 300 years and had n ver been expe led. 
Their anocebers had lived thers for at lsamt 1,600 years. “ven 
under the Turka the population wes aluwest entirely srabe In 1919 
the arab pepulation was at least ten times that of the Jews, of 
whem about a third tere resent luaigrantse The prescriptive richts 
of the inhabitants of Falestine as against Jews domiciled ouleide— 
of Palestine were irrebutiable. The Zionist claim was baseless. 


The Arab denial of itom any ground, sorsl or political, was un- 
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eaneserabdla. AS bebween Jew and Aréeh, tha iand #aa ah Arab lang 
ent.tied to native soverécicnty after the sar ef 1914 to 1918, not 
liable to loss of sovereignty to imaigrants. 
te 
It reseins now to ses if tive politieal Zionists have 

established since 1919 any soral, political or legal right to eet 
up a Jewish state in falestine. Bhen the Turks gave ap syria 
inchuding Pilestins, people, in President, Siison'sa words, were 
not to be barberss about from soveréfgnty to sovereignty. 

Turasy surrendered her arab iands in the final peace treaty. 
How President siison bad adeelared before tie war enced, in hls 
Fourteen eoints, that +6 m.idonalities uncer Turkish rude should 
be asaured unmolested opportunity of satonesmeus develo pment. 

and the glides fought for the right of selfeaeterminat.on tor all 
peo ples. iyeh if the arabs had not idited a finver 16 Trae theGe 
egives, the Allies hed seright te aet ap a Jewish atere. Bat who 


were the 4114687 Brit.dn, France, iweric., othars an. the srais . 


Their leader, tie Sharif ef meecae Lae rejected Turseay's cegayd that: 


ha chauld sraglaim a Jehad against the alides and the crabs had 
eoterec the sar 151916 oM tie sie of bie other Aliiss in a 
‘eritves Treaty elgned in tiat year with oritaia, the agresment 
bedns that Arab terriierise ssré@ 40 66 independent, shen the - 
Taras bad becn Gelesitads SO, again, 66 @11d88 OF Lie aPhbhs, each 
less britain, tad no right 10 sat Bp a Jewish Siate in Saleatine, 
no aorai, oO .egai righte Ewen if valentine nad sen excluded 
in bhe Treat, from the arva to be civeninispense..¢cé, which Wes not 
the ease, Sritain badno right, aG thé Maucghas Coajittee adaitted — 
in 1939, to sissese af Palearinge sehen Sritain got a mandate 
from the Allies to govern Palestine temporarily till the country 
becaus inde p@nuent, +645 mandate gaye neither Briteia ner cny 
other states iegal or aApral right ta disgoze of £he soversicnty 


of Salestine without tie eonsent of the people, over 92% of whos 


were crab, whose sfiecesters hed liwed there for 13 centaries at iaaste 


To .#t bhe tiing in brue perspective, nedther the ‘lilies 


sriteaim had any right to tena over Falsetine sa anyone, nor any 
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on its future 


ar tak Ca. ee ag 
people, who were rot srimitive ae savages’. ke Lore [aauel, O 


of the authors of the crazy political ghoniste’ plan, rendered 


| ¢ & ss Pers “ae Ge 
wiser oy eaverience later, seid in 1939; ‘*The Arabs are intens 


ly avsre of thelr history ~ that they gequired great ter LLory, 


palit up a rewarkable calture and gave .O the world one of its 


greatest civilizations. * It is the descendants of these 


people shom «@ arf ageea £0 band ever to the rule of the Jewish 


iamigrantse 


sow ivi “8 axamine 11.6 pledges  jiven ts the s<rabgibefore trey 


entered ti6 WaF in which, according &9 46.678: A. LHRbY, they : 


) 2 Wi and Guliilied their part of the 
rendered *invalasble ge. wiess® and fuliilied 8 


agrecmerite The pled es bound ordtedn atick gave them and bine 


i.itate the ksiser aid ibtier 6ho 
Britain today, unless We art bo isdtate the AsiSer B50 PbtAcP SEN 
Longer of UBe LO Lh: Gitte 


"eG *€ Ae 28 BEraus Po ue per £6.60 26 
regarded treatics o8 Bertie Of ueper 


The British Government dn the seMAron pl:d ses of 1916 in @« 
Lengthy cor resp on.enté with the Sharif of «666+ agreed to the 


a a & 


indeneHiGiiCe Bebe ee war we wor veo -— -- z 


districts weat of cleppe, (065 belle snd Lawascus, “here France 


pad interests ang *Lore ths popaiation waa not wainiy arab 


| oe mE Ae eee a cuvene efuped to publish 
(not a sord 6xcluace PabeBLane)s Britain ref 


this corressonsence For two LEC AGES Bur i666 4rnb8 <0 years 


Later menage to pheos is Lose bhec and force publication; ana 


: em gs, ’ + Pritt : 
the Kau bam 2oa.i.t00 of 19359, coipoged of AFEES Ane ritish, 


7 : ee d ee . 
exawined ity tie Leraer APG bOGk PEs pledges. inciuded val 


esLine, the lavter the. tiey did note Sir wenryg MacMahon said 


9. i be baa 7 iu Landee include 
taenty years abber 1916 that be ban nob Antanate 40 inel 


: ; on : 4 . , = en 
FealitsLringe Bu, uniiselosea i. vantiens ao nob override the sarit 


| 3 of ae ¢ en bi 
words of am a,reesent of Ging she victims ci one arty's wental 


ny : c* ee. : 
reservations or mudéles. Sir leary also said that the Gharif 


was aeare of this undisclosed reserwation. The Sharif wes nob. 
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even the British sembers of the Beagham Sow-itice agreed Ls 1359 


tiai t..8 Sharif hed Eneiudad FAL aStA08 jn bis @i ale ta word 


ouG aah after 1936 the Sharif ageerted this cial 


The agreaases eng Luded, @fiiess the frenoh ister acrerd, the 


gigtriats lying bo bievesat of Lassacud, dase, $omS and Aleppo, 
bint ig the sorth west soartal dsGETbGLS Gf Gyria. 


c@lLebban® Lies Souls OF VER Lhe Beet soubheriy os Lhasa, 


DRS ACUB s 
he «Stern BoUbL AEF at the territory tu Se PHaS Bene. «as 


biG Reds Lerranian wbiab ybhe weetern bouw.dary Of Fal sets Dee 


sak the British Goeveragent aPzued Leah bbe Zi BLE iGts 2686 of 


canege 8, Haga, hewn and At, @cpe ines weea aleatine am. that the 


doi ian was the 8e¢alern mowndars of the wer rabory preaised ine 


fm DY Tet HG Ge 
cpable sord used in Bhe Sse ‘PHS PNGSSCH HAE Wiz: 


(translates Aistriet.)} How 1% sant the invirona of the Sour 
wtanese shieh ataod in a line from corth .a 30ub 1A Laxtbh Syrle. 
But Sritain asserted that wibayata Was meant, & Vilayet colag an 


adaduietrative TarKéish prevknad 82 26 deiisite boundaries. ow 


gither environ or vilaget #46 Eris be 
ge bave bo ac@it that, bough phers 68 B® yiiayet of ALebR, 
a large arca, thera Bae ag Wilayet OF caussoud, no vilajyet of 


Hama, Rod no Vilayet of Homse Neves alas, agid tie Hci Llsk Pen 


are. ectatives on tke “omehb bee, Dadancus #se Le eapibs: of tbe 


Vaiayet af oyrha, #0 SEE vilayat’ of Gyfie aught have BEG HOARL. 


ang pOaR wece throwa in by oir Re Dicketon leseely, 
Bat 


ARG Lema 
just to indisaie tie bouncaries of $26 wilevel of Gyrihe 
even the Vidages ofSyria oid hot ise age the Ganjek or county ef 
Jerusalem, «hich #26 wore has Leif soderm falestinse Sever 
Pina that Saag~ tt, boo, Was dragsed in by a % 
or no wilayébe 


saying tbat 4.46 wilavet of &% 


though a lot of 14 is south of Dawascute in the end the 


i, the Arab comte .t.om 


writish team sdaitted taat tere eae were Ss 


than had hitherto agp ared, ana thet discovery after lh aa 


cme 


wo § = 


if vilsyet ¥xe Seant, ben 


sae wing, whiayet 
and hha reetos «008TR Fuleabine was drag.ed in by 


ipat «ae aoanh oy be word Aistricta, 


abuso “391440 080938) 1 19nd 3HL 40 LHD I8Ad09 
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There was in the arab content Lon ef touth exactly 100 per cent; | | 


and the wriggling of Britain in i%260 about vilayets was/ desperate 


atlenps to justify its plan to exclue Palestine and give ti to 
Jewish iamigrantse Britain, in written words without ambiguity, 
promised indepenceace ta Palestine in 1916. Ro court or 
arbiirator woula entertain any plea to the con rary 

Coes this fach justify the setting up of a Jewish State in | aa 


Palestine now by Sritain or anyons olise? Are British pledges 


seraps of paper? France #as aot informed of this treaty and 


when informed was troublesome because France wanted to take oO: er 


the whole of ayria, whe.eas in the power politics gage Britain 2 & Boe * 
; M53 


had long b een trying to get southern Syria, that is Falestine, 


her share oi the apoils. Th: saugiam Committee nevertheless 


Lerted, to prove that Palegz tine «as exoiuded in 1916, thatSir 
Lathabom could ot have meant to give it as the French cla med 
ite In 1917 sritain issued an i.uoral and illegal document, 

the Balfour ieclaration, for t is very territory, “alesuine, 
Claimed by the Frenct, oot owned by French o eritish, with the 


secret unuisclosea object, as br. Lloya ueorge @ald iater, of 


letting the JewS oae day convert the mMational ome into a Jewish 


ged tiat britain for Wear of France dared 


NOGNOT *391440 090938 119d 3HL 40 LHD I8Ad09 


State. ¥et it was aid 


not pledge Palestine to the seople of Falestine in 1916. 


Shatuver Sir “eary intended, his letters bound Britain to 


agree Lo tbe dnuepenucice of r@miestinge In my seareh for truth 


throych the tortuous agalin 6 aboat Palestine, including the 


easuistry of the sritish gaanbers of the 1939 Comittee, I have 


not been very proud o1 wmysountry' Ss % ird=-rats, iow statesmanship, 


the very opposite of the Sirst-clats stuff descrisced by Burke. 


wort of the British politicians who dealt with t£18 issue were 


fooled time and again by the Zionist leaders. 


fail, France gave trouble. So the Sykes Picet arrangement 


wes made without tre «nowledge of the ara :be in 1916, carving up 


soheres of infiuence in Syria and Turnkey between Kuesis, Francs 


and Britain. This was sept abaclutely secret and no wondere 


The arabe were fijhting we-4 for t eir promised independence. 
~ 9 o 


f° hy Ave cee ; ; 
; : : / fh; fc u y 


on 


The arzbs in the Tarkish arsy were deserting in thousands. 
Several divisians oi tiem had to bexeved by the turks to fig:.t 
in the west. Amd the Sykes Ficet agreement flatly contradicted | 
the Nekeion pledge and gicht destroy ‘nglo-Arab co-operation 
ang tha services of the arabs Were easeniial for Allenby's 
victorye 

the fat «ae in the fire preperly wien the Bolsheviks 
aiter tie 1917 revolution igexiktaxeke cublished the Syxes-Picot 
trgaty, au wien rumours of 1% Yesched the srabs through 
ths Turkish iinesbe ‘éhencolene! Lawrence fieagd of it be told 
tie Sherif's son Feisal, *ho Led the Arabs .in the field. 
He tried to reassure Feisal. thé Turssp used the occasion 
to oifer toe Arabs a separate peace. The Starif rejected it 
GAG aSsed thecalro Sr tish authorities for an explanat: mM. 
Galro aSsed tiie Foreign Offices for help which, confronted with 
its Guplicity or muddle, replied with evasive equivocation in 


February 1918, but reiterated ites former pledge to stand by 
tit Arabs in their struggle for liberation. 


In 1917 t.¢ British Government issued the lonseintended, 
dilegal and iumoral Balfour weglarabLi.on, again made disgrace=- 


fuliy #ithout the know edge of the srace, viewing with favour 
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the es tablighmerrt of a Jewish national iome in the Palestine 
elready sroiwised bo Ler Gliiles the sAraks, the -alestine which 
Was tren in possession of ths fur<s, which Britain did not own 
and “Rich she does aot OWN Adee It had been iieiag ap by Tearist 
Russic, Gritish Jewry and other ovstacics and vas not issued 
til: the viestory of Alienby in Syria wae a certainiy. Victory 
wae <oaleved in 1918. The wnerif (mow King Hussein) asked for 
ap exclanation When he feardof the Balfour Declaration ane 
Comartider ingerth was sent te alley hia fears. Ke told Hussein 
tha: “desist seti.euaent in Falestine could only be aliewed in 

so far as it would be consistent with the politieal and economic 
freedouw of the arab’ popylation.* kr. it. NeDONAld, Uolonial 
Secretary, corroborated this in his sjeech in the house of 


Comvons in 1939. %o Hussein agresd to provice a refage for 
“2 lO- . | 


, XX fae 2 : os | ee Xx \ XN o 
eg a, aa. : a: \ 
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the Jews from persecution. He Sent out messa;;es to his 
followers, Feisal included, saying that he had assurances from 
Britain thatfuture arab indppendence in Palestine was not in 
question. But the immoral and illegal sykes Picot agreement 
and the illegal and immoral Balfour Declaration had aroused 
Arab suspicions and unrest and there was danger to the cause, 
Seven Ezyptian Arabs asked the British Government for a 
clear statement of its policy. the british Gove nment's reply 
of 1918, published and sent to King Hussein, cealt with 
many Arab territories. For Palestine it stated that the 
future government of it should be based on the consent of the 


governeé and that Britain would work for its freedom and in- 


o maxe people 
volicy and_theref 
statement with jubilation. ‘Next month, Americans please note 


, | ao 
President wjilson announced that post war settlement would be based. 


-- gs ~-—-- — a : _- = -__ 2 As ee a @ _ a= Se EK 
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imue diately concerned.* The Arab forces went in with zest on 
Alienby's right for the final «ill in that brilliant campaign 
and entered Damascus in triumphs 

Is a Jewish State to be set up or are the pledges of 
President wilson, of Dr. Hozvarth, the pledges to the Seven, 
to be scraps of paper like the othe. pledges? 

At the end of 1918, owing to troubles from the Arabs in 
Beirut, reserved pre tempore for the French in the McMahon 
correspondence, an: Anglo-French declaration was issued 
announcing as joint aims the complete andfinal liberation 
of the populations living under theTurkish poke and the 
setting up ofi national governments chosen by the people them— 
selves in the free exercise of the national wille Feisal 


had told Allenby he could not allay Arab suspicions or keep 


his forces in control unless an authoritative statement of 


policy was issued. Danger produced again a quick proclamation 


of virtue and good faith. Like the others this proclamation 


prevented an arab-British rupture. Is this concrete Anglo= 
- ll} 
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french Declaration also $0 bs 8 Bers) Of pal e®? 


To reanuure Lhe pussled cyaba further and keep thew fighting * 


the dsritish dro:ped thouganue of leaflets on Paledtine, si oned 


by the British gomaand ani bbe sharif, promis ing independence. and 


urging the 4rave &6 Help tisir liberaterse oO she -rabs 


wele@omed toe oritheh ana Arana a6 Ley @AVENO hie Bere LLene- 


bite of pacer wersly Beant +o re@ei the arabe widie viodlr belp 
eeeeGLIs | Sy ape 4e@ Guns £q oOnour 


tieh? fo bhey guar ify tbe Bebkbdug wp Gh & JveiBh BYaL. on 


Pales Lise? 
renee peda Britain 40 Lheuyses -deob agreeaent which 


rebabiy bound nasther after She Gefegtion of Buceles whe 


pp B 
Liayd George wonhed be @heive dbe so oyrda sas unjuBle7 


ra 


oo meray oe ##, , £ 
econegade ane 


Xs 


Fs 


y PALA abber VYAaAGhaty, re ardi cas 


aduarasay 


nolitiosh bars done baerehye ab of Ab see carved 


. 
mgAbabiih bhe danjes of Uerubess 


TEER wears Look & wearable bor tie oorur iy 
Qcein Mow he Sabi hue justice 


Ly ig & 


Of tie procesds Be euch were nub comsulted in 


ti, BUS BO ALY for padleteanh@ 


the fraain. O: Vie bite bo 


salfour cedjarution 18 LG LUG te so the, dondets setine bua y 


abate “3914490 040938 I198Nd 3HL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


re, ) gee $ dees ye Fe ey gi 
hi eetine, Ler giath te 


established ~.eir nab: 2053 howd Ab ft 


Syne d Wes , wn hvorndiy, Sebriseibiwd, industries, Gulbue sc: anu 
otier pubiie codies ana Ln BPLLGh so uBe te 1939 the sritien cove 
arnwent of Lidar ig tht waved EERE BLA nabiated bese had been 


gatabiishud. 


Frow 60,00 they bare iseressud 19 Over UG, of 


boero.6@ 46 LO Zea Ae bhab BeOu. 6 §bOUb BO yo Joew Have 


awd srated 2POs eebeebbne BANG Lddue Trom about 10 par Gent 


of the popUaLdony, Cin +G08 REYS Joorensed 4a gcout BB ver Ge rte 


Aid Sy bee baie ay bean abOUs imi BR & wehiidun dees, woe, Os «Pom 


forcw@ dn ageduet Lig *«i B68 an fore iose Fesl Bra ee of she 


OO by kilegal oitheY¥e erdtedi 


Oe te 
spabe by eribse baz uaebs, Bp - 
has dmplewented Le extaoisenmant of tie Rational howe a bandred 


aE ry Ge Cad 


. . ae Gente Thesé., @main her pledges vo the <rsabs apart from the 


morsl ani iegal right of Paleatiaw to independence even if t: ere 
Ware NO PiRayeBe 

The politiesi Zioniste agxed for @ Jewdebh bate sii LBL%. The 
‘gritieh Jovernme.i, thineing bhat desih political Bup,ort would 


be useful, eapedially to aring hmeyion ante Bhw War, amily ror 


etrate ic reasons, Iseued the long contemplated Balfour -@Glseratiobne 


mr. (OTUitl sald, when be wa opdmé edndater, that ar. Lieyd george 
sid not oart a daan for the Jase or wLet bap ened LO Ludi the 
pritieh motive «2% BLraLegice Of egurse, the british peoples 
ee eal 

padio be fe with sentiment avout aiem ans bie disyeask of the Jeus 
of valestine ¥ro bed dispérasd of tiwie gaa @ederd long before 
the Romane G@1aperaed 4: bbe 

in 1916, or. Sedamenn, toe cionhet Leeder, Sbabua at Governe~ 
BEN fouse, Jerussioh, 0 a618abie¢ Jee oni Arash Robatssch 3 


Let ay hearere bewaets of trestherogua iopinuationé beat me ON BEG 


wee ueowine oaliiieal cover - vabher let both progress together 


Ce a 


BOLLE they aPy Pweaky for 4 3.h% ablonomy.e* Tooay he -&5 POF 
I J 


Jewish SLatie 
Bat ife sritdisi. Govermwent, whdle offering & @ 2loniare 

rights do faieubine shien only 6 poVer edn Btote daw poasescion of 

Palustine bad tie right to offer, whercas iritedin pedther onus nor 

possessed nor ruled raivating, did not offer a & hop mot offered 

the Zionists e duwdet State do Pal»eting. It sada ‘in «© £eot ; 

I, fey OFlGr you Gey Fagid. in 5e's proverty short of soveruign= 

ty; but off tiie record t hase yop, Go, FLL. one day Land 

B.'s sovervigaby av delle Bat «¢ #hit nov pablias 

underebaiding vu the proposed victiss bha p@pble of Palwstine.* 
swoc if Briveadn had offered sovaerci by, ne hak and bee 

oqo wore right to ofier 4t than america «ouid beve 

gsoveredi.cty of dailies 49 ina ieagendants af B66 angehent ori de 

BoaLLerdd @LL over bie earth or than Britain would have to offer 

~ iuritam, oribagi Gate as Plordds bo the nomecosforwlets of 

Brdbaio «ioeu ang. ehors sailed in tie wag lh ioware | 

13. 
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Article «a vi tiie Govenant of the attegad of vations of 196 


States that peoples .6t yeb @avie to @tand alone siunid ve a Bsered 


trust under a gandatory. 4G it goes on to Bay Gf Arab territories 


formerly belonging to durkey that Liey bave reached a ata e of 
development wLere thelr existence as dscepenient nations can be 


provisiscsaliy reco cnieed. 


The “andats o: 1985 was isgusd under this clause of the Covenant, 


but it aid sot provisionaily recognise Vvaiessinets independence. 
Ana ibe escred trust «ac cischarwged by a seoret inbention to transe 
fer Paleetine's sovereignty to dewie: luadgrante «hen they bad a 

ma joritye | eu68 this fair phay? BULL even tis sBandaie preserlied 
Lie saevelopacnbt os sulr-governpéing dnatitutions and of emeours cing 


logeal subanomys it ovisa.od «a FPalestinion state whien 16 now 


a 


OV 6reGue. 4 dowish Sbate sould ue « violation wven of the mandate. 


The “alfour Leclarstict 403 666 seaudeate have @suced contine 


Wal etrife in caieatine. The fabs have on.o@ead Lotr ans thedr 


Wer ls ROR ee rer git. Ser, Far ind ws-- wt i === Oe “a” =e ES = 


FT LSC S SK whe I we UT ae. anneal wr § - 
spice ico et pohitiosl Bia »Gonoaie aomic at ton over doesn and out 


Pai¢etine, bywase luwdgrabion 4G wa@aure a anjordity and thoreby a 


be Lacte gewileb State audey wiurezine the srabe off the lana by 


pure: ee OF At al any prise ana by wet ons ie Limreafter inalien. ble 
to arabe and oy ruefusiag to eapiey trabsa on ib or in Jewish 
enterprises, whercver pOBulbie. The Zionist policy wae gradual 
@exterwinabion of the. <rabese s@onomisaily and gradual outetrdpping 
OF thse 46 Nab ore The Buiest broser, oritadn, sordaonsd ail 

wide biii 1939. Oa Lhe Uaoow? sarhy could sapporth this nore 
wochalist policy copossd ta teair pollay aleewhers OL praac tang 
BeliecoVerAMedL SsBs OB Gos, PERE. GNM e 

The Feul Gow .eadun dn 1937 recow.enaes, Ho @ spiritual and 

Qual thai National howe, bat a Jewish Gtabe in part .f Paieatine 


mM ~~. 


and bruteliy hinted ab compuisory eviction of the arabs to was 


roow for the J6vBe I helped to upset that uojuet sebeas in 1938 


af a wewber of tle cartatdosn Ca..issloan sua F am agt aagnanmed of 


ny work. WY G.8/60b raised sowe avkward s6ue8, Bors arg 


poidtical. I Wnmaseen Lie wase=belisve andhsiped to Toree 


~ 16 = 
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®. 
exceptionaliy incompetent British Government .. arop ts policy 
and to accent, inter alia, my views roughly 106 per cente 
The Shite “aper of 1939 is little more than an endorsement of 
the Partition Somaiss ion" s oPOPOBALB e The latter indicated 
th t partition was Lipractioable. wo did [, bat £[ aigo caid 


thet 14% was lmaoral,. TEAs .hdbec Caper envisased the indenend- 


ence 0) Calestiie in 1949. wines i939 the French, sho did wany 


good and Beg bad things da Syria, for tieir evn and cyrisn coed, 
have been foreed out of Syria. dt is jigi. time «e algo 
qgudtted Palestine. Yiesbite raper of 1959 stated : "His 


Majesty's Jgovernuacht now declare unequivocally that it is not 


port Of their policy that FPalustine should become a Jewish tate. é 


Ang it & eeCiarcad that after 75,200 worse Jewish i wilgrants 
entercd vie country, thery ¥s6 bo be no wore Juwish Liuwigretion 
without the consent of tie irae io to be another Serap 
Vs ptpwios 

The 4rabs ars willing to let the National Lome remain with 
its 600,000 d:ws. The tas. i6 to seours real gu rantees for 
the aecurity ona egal treatment of those Jews if they become 
Citiszen& of & fParsatinian Statee MWony wish to ult the country 
now; Many have retained the citigenship of the countries they 
came from, If tie Aifamous policy of setting up a Jawish 
State by critain o- Ameries or other forelen powers whieh nove 
pnoworal or legal right to dispose of Paisistine is avandoneda, 
conchliation beteeon Palestinian Jew and Arab, whe both long for 
peacG ana prosperity, «ill in wy opinion be not impousible, 
though there #111 Ga some fanatioal Jews who W411, anc indeed 
alreugy have resorted to forge 16 win the sovereignty ef 
ralestine, v@ Need Hah eXeect Lo han.w *alestine em6letia 
Without brea ing e¢ Be But we have -ot to vo jusvilee at long 
laSt to the pwole o: Palestine of wi.0m@ over 60 per vent are 


atill arabs in =& sreat country inhabited by their anesstors 


for 15 ewnturics,. 
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I have spoken go far from the stanupoint of fair play and 


leg ility. Lob us for & aowent for tie sade of argument 


serap both and re ard as scraps of peper all the documents 


i have quoted. 6b us descend ta the Level of the so-called 


practiaal wan, “60 beg nlees, a6 { do not, tne imponders bles 


ana losks .t the materisl pros and cons about Fhe Oui¥ vhings 


pe is able to comprehonde 
Now, what have 4hesrabs, Jews, Sritons, Americans or the 


world to gain materially by {nposing a Jewish otate on Pal- 


estine direct:y, or indireetly by forcing Jewish masa Lanie 


gration on the aountry? Who is to ao thefightine? Jews, 


Britons, or ‘smericans? woulda any British or american G .verne 


ment an @ to sand ite young men to ale zealously scaling the 


walls of Jerusalem ae modern crusaders, tG sit up @ Jewish 


&F VK we Ss 5 = a 3 oe ai it # boo. haft¢tiefi el ag AY Li8 corpses of 


the Arab doihe. itants ? Let us face Lhe iAdteE ard Let Britieh 


nme ».M6rioan Governments Face toese Lacts. sy gan «@ 8ho 


wm GO the FaLeatlia problem now Loa ye Areb6 or paiustine Jews 


in the lurch to fight it out? The unfortunate british taxq- 


p yer haa aipead, given to the Faleesiioe Government over 


£19,000,000 10 Keep 


sonst of wiliitary operations. tt cost about 240,005,000 to 


put down the frax rebellion and then sé gave Irak independ 


ence after alle w4ii the sritish oF aperioeam taxpayer pay 
atabiieh wy force a Jewish State in 


sick of inunmdating 


mdilidons of sounds iv @ 
Polvetine? “ek the eleclborete alrency 


Pelestine With vlood and therauree Ask the Suerican party 


wachines vote catehing for Jewisi. votes in the busy stre.ts 


of New -xork, Tllinois and elsewhere 


if ther. be people, of Wiow i am onc, wWio <now this 


subject and «re in a s@pition to vemand and give information, 


aio Gan let the wgablic AnowW the cor vot interpretation of 


v, will iu we possk ble, g in the past 
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to trade apon the aguorance of this subject of the American 
Or british publics, wbe can sseck Lindr HOVernweh te? 

and if the angloesmerican forces pulverised the srabs in 
tie field and set up a Jewdel Gtate, eo is to proteat that 
State, én the eenturles to be from the wrath of the remining 
Arabs and thedr ce@ce@ouanhsé , wadsened by a @olossal wrong? 

che Arab States oceupled some of ban aoe) imoortant 
Strate, ic positions inthe World at le aet before the atemic Lomb 
aoset former world Sbraregye Lt Kehoves the practiesl tan 
@ither 40 .~& biwdes frie .aeiip, geealed in preaties, or tG ex 
Lormines« 4.6 lob, not a Vary paylis pi OPOBAL Losec Then 
Saudi Arabia hes a job ef of] wilob tie WOFPLG AuGdBe The 


pracbagel gu, 8ili genglude tbat tie great warrlor -ing, Ton 


Baud, 48 worse, oquibhivabing. 

And whab would bie Jewlab Shate have to ofiery oar and 
Strife end appaie ior belp irom Britain, ‘werica and KUshiae 
The Jews 4: Galeetine can de sore For 4b an. aut the worle if 
they threw de thede Lok @B .ou DARREN ey Saw weer fe eer weve 
they could aver 6o by Starting 4 o»ior international tell, 4 
tiny Jewish State tagotien in shame and iniuuity, deteatediy 


ite warlike »@i1hbourse 
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In wy opanion Af tie Jews dn saiestine becowe geuuins 


Citizens in 4 FPAlesatine “bate, they olla have an influes age out 


of ali proportion Lo thedr numbers owimg to sielr superior western 


education 6d «XcerdenuGe 
5@ © bope that bot the narrow _netioal wan and the only 


people worth while is polliias, the practio ideaifeta, will 


ely the peophe of Paswatdne bs axeveck another cringe and 


blunder, the eetablishasnat there of a@ Jewldh ctarebe 


end where 1 began, witi the homely woLto 3; ronenty 16 1 6 


best policye 
[Proposed solution of ble 
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Ameriea, Sritein, Francve® @56 tie Frage 
@etablished in ar before 1949 as snvisajae 
The present system of gevernancO shoul. cons inae BALI 
Saiegbine Shabe is eftabliehed or a provisional goevechasnt 
Gah pte 
Theres wi ( grobably ba am ingiatent cemend ( 88 han> one 


India) that the people os Calestine etonis Erews thedr own congtite- 
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Cypher /OTP 


a SO aati Bird D: 10615 aeme 28th February, 1947 


28th February, 1947 R: 11.10 a.m. 28th February, 1947 


IMMEDIATE. 
CONFIDENTIAL 
at ann 

iraqi sinister gor foreign Affairs has heard on the 
radio reported Suggestion by cable to Seerstary 
Of U.N.U. that a special meeting of the Assembly should 
be called forthwith. Minister for Foréign Affairs has 
asked me to find out whether this is correct [(? grp. 
omitted ? andj] whether the assembly is likely to meet 
and if so when. i shall be grateful for very early 
reply as in the event of a meeting of U.N.O. to which 
the Palestine question would be submitted, Iraqi 
Government Wish to summon a special meeting of the Arab 
League to discuss Palestine. 

Foreign Office please pass to United Kingdom 
Delegation as my telegram No.l. 

[Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New 
York by Foreign Office. ] 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

CYPHER/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD 


No. 204 D: 9,20 pem. Sth March 1947 


5th March 1947 — 

Repeated to: Cairo No, 506 
Beirut No, 
Damascus No, 119 
Jedda No, 117 
Arm an No, 91 


Jerusalem 
United Cer ease New York 
Oe 


PPPPP 


INMEDIATS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
Your telegram No, 185 [of February 25th: reference 


of Palestine to United Nations]. 
“@ are anxious that the United Nations should start 


WOrK ON] UNE FHLESLLIIG PLUVLOUIN YVOLULG WP UVINNed @ +e veawy 


do not, there is a strong risk that the 1947 Assembly 
will appoint a Committee to examine the problem and to 
report back in 1943, 

2, 3ir A,Cadogan is at present consulting the 
Secretary General on possible procedures for enabling 
preparatory work to be done in advance of the September 
Assembly. With this object a special session of the 
Assembly, for the purpose of appointing a Committee and 
determining its terms of reference, has been consideted.’ 
The Secretary General however prefers the alternative 
of an ad hoc Committee appointed by himself, He is now 


sounding the other delegates of the Big Five on this 
ideas 
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En clair GENERAL DISTRIBUTION 
FROM DAMASCUS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


R, 11.20 asm, 8th March, 1947 


Repeated to Cairo No. 9 Saving 
Beirut No. 21 Saving 
Bagdad No. 11 Saving 
Jecda No. 11 Saving 
Jerusalem No. 9 Saving 
Amman No. 12 Saving 
Angora No, 3 Saving, 


ddddddda 


My immediately preceding Saving lea 

In the same conversation ilohsen Barazi said that 
the President was delighted with your statement on 
Palestine in the House on 25th February. It cleared 


the air and showed that His Majesty's Government were 
not antagonistic to the Arabs. If eventually United 


Nations Organisation decided against the Arabs the 


reason would be clear for all to see: if, on the other 
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hand, the decision was in favour of the Arabs, they 
would know that His ilajesty's Government were largely to 
thank. 

2. Informed public opinion and press comment is 


along similar lines. 
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CONTIDENTIAL. British Embassy , 


3536/15/76 : er" | Paris. 
th March, 197. 


You may be interested in the following account of a 
recent conversation which I had with the Iragi Minister here. 


After dealing with a few questions of details he 
expressed his own gratification at Mr. Bevin's recent statement 
ab colleagues felt likewise. 


on Palestine and said that all our Ar 
One of them had rung him up to say that no-one could have put 


the Arab case more fairly. 


Mahsin Kadry Bey then said that Zionists in Paris were 
always trying to get on to him but he always refused to see 
them, However, recently he was introduced by a French friend 
to an American interested in the nylon business who had asked 
whether Tahsin would care for some examples of his firm's 
products. hese the Minister declined. Some time later - 
in point of fact after the Zionist conference at Basle - this 
American turned up again and asked for an interview. At this 
interview he admitted that he was a Zionist and that he and 
his associates would like some assistance from the Minister, 
adding that they were in a position to offer the Minister and 
his Government substantial monetary inducements. 


covernmele sndura*weras*Powarted arpargoti.wes that the Iraqi 
Baghdad (there are some one hundred thousand of them) to leave 
Iraq for Palestine. This proposal angered the Minister who 
tells me that at this point he felt a little plain speaking was 
called for. We told his visitor in the first place that all 
the Gollars that the Zionists in America could produce would 
not buy either himself or his Government; for Iraq and other 
Arab countries the Arab position in ~alestine was fundamental. 
In fact, there were only two subjects on which all Arabs were 
agreed, i.e. Islam and Palestine, anc. on these subjects they 
felt very strongly. The Zionists appeared to be under the 
impression that with the aid of money and perhaps by inciting 
their Government to take direct action they could bring about 

a purely Jewish Palestine. Even if such an attempt achieved 
an apparent initial success +4 could not possibly last since 
the whole hinterland constituted by the Arab states would be 
united against it; Great Britian knew this well and her 
policy had been guided by a perfectly realistic determination 
not to sacrifice the friendship and guoport of the Arab, and 
indeed the Moslem, world generally. The Minister added that 
ne believed that much of the present terrorism was engineered 
and executed by Jews who had come to Palestine from Traq and 
Arablae This fact, which was generally known in his country, 
did not endear the Jews who enjoyed the hospitality of Iraq 

to his compatriots, and as long as the Palestine trouble lasted 


there was always a danger of an anti-Jewish massacree 


/All 
Celle Baxter, Rasen 9 GelleGe 3 MeGe 9 
Rastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 5S.Wel. 
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All this appears to have taken Tahsin's American visitor 
by surprise who said that he had no idea that Iraqis: felt so 
strongly on the matter, Allin all, the conversation seems to 
have been a salut@ry eye-opener, 
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CYPHER/OTP. DEPARTMENTAL NO:1. 


FROs, BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICN. 


rn Bird. De 3-00 aM. 10th March 1947. 
To: 215. esa ale 
Sth March 1947. R. 9,20 a.m. 10th March 1947, - 
Repeated to Beirut ( Please pass to Damascus as my telegram — 


Jerusalem. 
Jsedda. 
Amman. 
Cairo. 
and Aden. (for Yemen). 


4444 _ 
Tragi Minister for Foreign Affelts says he has telegraphed 
ine that Arab [grp.undec: ] 


to all the Arab States sugges 
pie erably in Damascus to discuss 
a 


Ministers meet on 12th March 
the line to be taken about Palestine at the next Arab League 


meeting. 


2. He also said the hg 
his Government hoped Nuri wo d represent Traq at the next 
lear the matter up“. (This 


yptian Minister had called to say 
wu 


eer oe 


presumab Ty refers to" Azb QF 

5. The Iraqi Government is pledged to resign immediately 
the elections are ever 1.¢. on 11th March so I cannot at 
present say who will attend from Trade 


Foreign Office eo pass to Amman and Aden (Yemen) a8 
my telegrams 15 and respectively. | 


[Repeated to Amman]. 


Ag tp sent to Telegram Section, 
;o Aden]. ) 


ist 


Colonial Office for repetition 
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R. 8.55 aM, 10th March 1947 


a to Cairo 
Repeated 4) Beirut (please pass to Damascus as my 


telegram No. 23), 
Jedda, | | 
7 oe 
New York (U,K. Delegation) 


YYYYYY | ) 
5 Ul ifr / | 


Your telegram No. 204 (Palestine end United Nations 
Organisation) : 

Iragi Minister for Foreign Affairs called on me 
teday to ask for our support for proposal that an Arab 
State should be represented on a Committee which s0 
closely concerns the Arabs and that Ireg should be thet 
State since she is already a neuber of Trusteeship 
Committee. | 

2, I feel that both requests have weight; to grant 

| them would certainly enlist Arab confidence in the 
Gommitteec's deliberations ete. 

Foreign office piease pass to Amman and United 
,, Kingdon Delegation New York as ny telegrams Nos. 14 and 


Delegation New York]. 
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Registry | FOREIGN OFFICE, S«Wefe ° nie: ae 
No. E 2143/951/31. | | > Ea : oe | . 


“ 


General of the United Nations has now 


agreed that the preparatory Committee eten 


= aduaLafay 


Palestine should be appointed by a special 


session of the General Assembly convened 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


for the purpose. The United States and 
Soviet Governments have concurred 1n this 


proceduree The Secretariat are awaiting 


. 


replies from the Chinese and French. When 


z 
FE 
FE 
we 
> 


World Organisatiom these are received, Sir A- Gadogan will 


distribution. 
present his reque stg 


TO BE 
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(a) that Palestine shall be placed 


on the Agenda of the General oe eee | 


NOTHING 


Assembly at its September re | | bac 
session, and 


(b) that a special session shall be ~ . 


2 * “ 


convened as soon as possible 


: 


-- . 


in order to constitute the 


preparatory Committee and 


determine its terms of reference. 


ae 


oe eareaee 2, ,. The composition of the Committee | | 
| | - will thus be determined by the General | eee a 
assembly | * 
( 


ARGIN. 
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ans 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


E 2143/951/31 
Cypher OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION. 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BAGDAD 
No. 293 
lst April 1927. De 2655 Det 2nd April 192/. 


Repeated to Cairo No. 705 
Jedda Noe 176 
Beirut Noe 235 
Damascum No. 189 
Ammen No. 1/7 
Jerusalem 
Qe Cairo Hoe 31,5 


rrrrrr 


aIuaLafay 


Your telegram No. 216, and my telegram to Cairo No. 667 
[Palestine and the United Nations | 


The Secretary eneral of the United Nations has now 
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J 
be appointed by a special session of the General Assembly 
convened for the purpose. The United States and Soviet 
Governments have concurred in this precedure. The 
Secretariat are awaiting replies from the Chinese and 
French When these are received, Sir A. Cadogan will 
present his request 


(a) that Palestine shall be placed on the Agenda 
of the General Assembly at its September session, and 
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(b) that a special session shall be convened as 
soon aS possible in erder to constitute the Preparatory 
Committee and determine its terms of reference. 


2. The composition of the Committee will thus be 
determined by the General Assembly at its special session. 


[Caire only] 
Please pass B.M.E.0. as my telegram No. 515. 


Dated 


Received 
in Registry 


f 


Sad OO in Me te cell fam OM, ML, oy, ha ome 


Last Paper. 


_ (Minutes.) 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


em. 


fF 


| CAIRO. 
WAS /HMB 
5362/75/47 7th March, Te Ore 
Noe 192 oe el 


Sir, ; | oe Be 


I have the honour to transmit herewith 
a copy of an interview with Azzam Pasha 


published by the "Egyptian Mail" of 


te ¥.-i*> 
Smeer OO 
e ae 


February 28th. 


aDuaLAa ay 


This number of the "Egyptian Mail", 
with this interview marked in red ink, was 
sent to me Without a covering letter by 
Azzam Pasha, who no doubt wished you to 
know of his approval of your attitude as 


Lue LV RD WJ kS de Ww RO ON Or owe “row<rc3ry —~—-— —-- as eee 


recent Palestine Conference in London. 


pee 
Aa 


NT na: 


ay 


Oy 


"tT have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


Ppt) [gm fb el 


The Right Honourable SE Ri! | a 

Ernest Bevin, MeP., Bea oi 7 

Foreign Office, : : 
London, S.Wel. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE "HGYPTIAN MAIL" 
- DATED 28th February, 1947, 


eererrenen 2 eo ee 


‘ARAB LEAGUE SUPPORTS BEVIN’ 


“THE Arab League fully sup- 
ports Mr. Bevin, the Bvri- 
tish Foreign Secretary, in his 
_ statement that U.S. policy con- 
cerning the Palestine question 
{was harmful to all parties in 
'the dispute, and contributed 
‘to the failure of the Palestine 


| Conference in London.” 

This was stated to me in an 
exclusive interview yesterday 
by Abdel Rahman Azzam Pasha, 
Secretary-General of the Arab 
Tateoirr avikr. SEVTS wWumuipratire 
_. |of American policy. 

“We have all felt,” he told 
me, “that American policy, al- 


though actuated by honest and. 


humanitarian principles, result- 
ed in making the Palestine 
question even more difficult to 
solve. 


“By, backing up the Jews, the 
American Government has en- 
‘couraged terrorism and _  viol- 
jence in Palestine,«and has made 
the Zionists even more intran- 
sigent in their demands. 


~ 


BY E. RAFFOUL 
‘Mail’ Political Reporter 


‘It is time that the Jewish 
world problem be _ separated 
once and for all from the Pa- 
lestine question. The two 
questions are two separate sub- 
jects which should be treated 
accordingly. 

“The Jewish world problem 
must be dealt with on an inter- 
national and humanitarian 
basjs.. and__the__Arab._World_ is 
large measure to _the_ solution 
of the problem. The Palestine 
question, on the other _ hand, 
which is caused by the Zionist 
aggressive object of creating a 
Jewish National State. concerns 
mainly, the Palestinian people 
themselves. 

“We will not tolerate the fact 
that the Jewish people’s. dis- 
tress be exploited to forward a 
political, imperialist, and alien 
immigration into Palestine plan- 
ned to secure political power 
in the whole Middle East.” 


x 


Speaking on the British Gov- 
ernment’s decision to take the 
Palestine question to UNO, 
Azzam Pasha said that it was 
possible that the Arab States 
would appeal to UNO at one 
and the same time. The matter 
would be considered during the 
coming Arab League session on 
March 17, he,said. 


However, he added, it was 
not important who submits the 
case as long as the question is 
brought up for  internationa! 


COU MARTA as UL BUBSTHLIVIS 
of possible Arab-Jewish strife, 
Azzam Pasha said: 


“Of what use would UNO: 
and___ civilisation be to the, 
world, if every dispute would: 


be solved by violence,” he ex- 
claimed. “Arabs are very far 
from wishing to fight, their 
cousins, the Jews, especially in 
a period of ‘history when Jews 
have suffered’ oppression and 
persecution. Peaceful means 
and reason are the best means 
ito solve the problem.” 


‘ 


NOONOT *391530 O40938 19nd 3HL JO LHOIYAdOD 


- 


i OF me Ge 


° te 
te s 
a 
7 
' 
2 Ay, 
TPT NG LT SATS SS IR IE ASE 
¢ 
: i 
‘ ‘ 
7 ‘ f A Y > a ee an ; 
t iJ : 5 re ee a 
wa kee Op. 8 eo Mew 4 
£ : eof 4 aes 
from teem be OH ag DB hee 


GC; 7 fl * 1. os 
67 FO ATS 
momen eng 


Regis spietial Sl Mat ‘al xXce Ermmicilee 

Number Wid, 7 G, Siu we © L/ | 7 - 
TELE RAM AS, Plt A ZO wa “hy fies YZ; or ta Krk halt 
i ( his wid | PHMA LUG WAcge 1/7 UN PA 
lawan ij ih“ Ei pher vod NY C fet ph whe ls, Eten 
Received p ¢ ose 7, iy ml er) Den te - fi Is mpi 
| in Registry ey \ a unctta : 0 J Lt Y | wate mA UY 


‘ff vA ‘Ab ee (Md Y Ot7 : Ad cath ne 4 the 
Ra et fot fil Re way? LETE 6 fy f fpeae a ie VA; 


| Chath NX Oni bonnet 
Last Paper. (Minutes) 


2 20% Th, rbenter io Anh. aw. of 
References. oS L AM ev. 


. 
Pee: REE +: nena 


Dated 


; Ce 
se pe FD a4 = 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) disposed of.) 


“/ FO. 7 
| 2 | 


WOONOT “331330 G80938 1 18Nd JHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


(Action 
completed. ) 


N éxt Paper. 


\2 awe? SV 32008 F.0.P. 


— SINE oper WARS 
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Cypher/OT? DIPLOMATIC SECRET 
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tars 


“irkoride ). Gi. pee17th March 1947 


Rei0.5.pemel7th starch 1947 


} 


wy, 


To ead Th pdeg op 

Pre ae bo ert Niobe ae ti! ye a dap -5 

ae. i qt = 
,eLrut 


we 


on y 
: Bt 


JeHtISD 


Pest 
oe ae © eK 3 Bol Oe ON. Sy wy F ee ke i a] Lee nt s 
a se ne a ee TENS eee a ott c Food Sots yh 
DDI LOLS 8S Lirices Geire » we VINE 
% ¢ 
spuseled © 
Lara lio hae eae 


E 


uC -4 


‘ 
i 


Prime “inister of Trans jordan has shown me 
communications woich he hes rectivea from “gyptisn and 
iragi Governments asking hin to join then in opposition 
to the appoiniment by United hetions of a committee 
to undertake preparation work prior to the question of 
Palestine going before the General Assembly, He asked 
my advice. i pointed cut thet delay in a settienent 
of the Palestine question was always said to work to 
the detriment of the Arabs through continued Jewish 
immigration and alienation of «rab lands, 


oe if this was true the Iraqi and Ugyptian 
attitude waS mistaken as it was probable that the work 
which could be underteken by the Committee before the 
Assenbly, might have to be do 
before a aecision was reached. 


Se Prine Minister was impressed by the point 
and said thet he would bring it to the notice of Egypt 
and Iraq. 
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Cypher/OTP : ds 
FROM AMMAN TO FORSIGN OFFICS 


Sir Ae Kirkbride 
No. 95 
20th March, 1947. 


Repeated to : Bagdad No. 15 | | 
Heirut No. & ) Foreign Office 
D 


D. 1.90 pm. 2Oth March, 1947. 


Cairo No. 29 

Demescus No. 19 

Jedda No. 16 

British Middle Hast 
Office, Cairo No. 15 

Jerusalem No. 26 SAVING 


SECRET 


lease repeat 


PALESTING AND ARAB LS AGUE 


The Prime Minister of Transjordan has proceeded to 

Cairo at the urgent request of ‘[gp.uniec.] delete to ‘the meting af 
Council of the Arab League in order to deal with a proposal 
meade by the Iraqi delegation to the effect that the League — 
should warn the governments of Great Britain and America of 
economic reprisals by the Arab States unless those two 
governments modify their policies regarding Palestine. 


Before leaving the Prime Minister told me that it 


would be impossible for Transjordan to be party to such @ 


neasure and that, if necessary, he would withdraw from the 
League on that issue. 


See my demi~official letter S/85B/46, March lth, in 
this connexion, 
Ceere fay J 7 


[Repeated to Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, 
Jedda, and British Middle Bast Office, Cairo. |] 
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Ms . : pane . \. 
Ww, oo nee - | 
v \. u : 
; - 8 
O°. 30734707 
HIS Majesty’s Ambassador 
presents his compliments to H.iiePeSeSeFeAe 
and has the honour to transmit to. him thé under-mentioned dochments. 
British...bmbassy..... ere fi. | 2 fl CO CO 
; sl i; 
13th. M 9g...) 1942... 
| g 
z 
Reference to previous correspondence : = 
= 
=] 
n 
Description of Enclosure. - 
Name and Date. Subject. S 
ween gree = 
Translation copy of Palestine Question o 
Ministry of Foreign Affair 2 
Note Verbale No. 237/237/1 ° 
dated llth March,1947 and = 
text of telegram despatche a 
to Secretary General Unite me 
Nations Organization. : 
a 
. 3479 20941 (4) 
J 
— - 7 : : 
J / f 
: Pees | y dyd / a a ee 
/ i” Fé) ed ; / 


A 


vy. 


_ Translation. 


No. 237/23/13 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
‘Bagdad, 11th March, 1947 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs. present their compliments 


$0 His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, Bagdad, and have the 


honour to enclose herewith, for favour of transmission to 


its Government, the text. of a telegram des patched by His 
Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs on 10th March to 
the Secretary-General, United Nations Organisation, concerning 
the question of Palestine. | | 

The Ministry avail themselves of the opportunity to 


express their highest consideration and esteem, 


His Britannic Majesty's Embassy, 
Bagdad. 
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Mr Trygve Lie 
| Secretary-General 
United Nations 
New York 


Statements have appeared in the press that you contemplate 


the setting up of a committee to study the Palestine question when 
the matter is submitted by the British Government to the United 
Nations Stop It is our considered opinion that the Falestine question 
need no further study by any new committee for it has been studied | 
by several British Commissions and Committees Stop We cannot 
imagine that another committee can find out anything new or unknown 
Stop The British Government had issued before the last world war 
three white papers on Palestine the last of which was the white paper 
of 1939 which was the outcome of experience and trial of twenty years 
Stop It was as fair and impartial to both Arabs and Jews as possible 


and was drafted by a British Ministerial Committee including some 
fair and impartial personalities like the late Mr.Chamberlain 


Lord Halifax and Mr.Macdonald Stop Bhe Arabs after refusing this 
white paper did their utmost to compromise during this last war in 


accepting its main principles and objects Stop It is most important 


WOOWOT “391430 080938 stand 3HL 30 LHDI8Ad09 


to point out that the setting up of a new committee may be considered 
by neutral observers as favouring the Zionists Stop Moreover it 
May prove to be a dangerous precedent in procedure which may shake 
international confidence in the impartiality and justice of the 
United Nations Stop Shall be grateful to receive your views on the 
matter. 

M.F.ZAMALI 


Minister of Foreign Affairs for 
iraq. 


9AT 


Registry 


Mintle? ax atfpsr/) SE A Od 
TELEGRAM FROM Gn ennuawhon. aut. Cuca Gf 


LAL | bal Ke. 
hu. x bans ‘ of rn of bred fA 
Dated fuse CTs Case x U.N, of whi 
seer oily > / J v4 L 
Le Whe maf / 


Zu Ai¢> CAE 
__ Lt Jere an 


No. 


Last Paper. 


CY G0 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


~~ = 667 


a] 
© 
Co i 
«< 
x 
o 
= 
= 
°o 
nm 
= 
= 
m. 
a] 
‘= 
@ 
e 
se 
xz. 
m 
© 
°o 
rd 
o 
°o 
"a 
= 
o 
m 
e 
°o 
= 
= 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP DIPLOMATIC 


FROM CAIRO TO FORBIGN OFFICE 


Sir R.I. Campbell 
No. 757 De 305 peme March 22nd,1947. 


March 22nd,1947. Re 7630 Dem. March 22nd,1947. 


Repeated to Bagdad 
Beirut 


Damascus 
Jedda 
Jerusalem 
Amman Saving 


SSSSS 


TOP_ SECRET 
EIGHT 


In conversation with the Oriental Minister the Iraqi 
jinister for Foreign Affairs said that the question was 
peing discussed in the Council of the Arab League whether 
or not the Arab States should themselves refer the 
Palestine case to United Nations Organisation or whether 
they should merely defend the Palestine case on reference 
by Great Britagne el. himself and others were inclined 


Vw VU UVR & wd WVaew gen wit 


make such reference. He begged urg th 
be informed of the exact posi ione 

officially referred the Palestine 

Nations Organisation and was it to 

specially convoked meeting of 


of next Sd alae to 
against the prop the 
ecial committee appointed by the General 


for this purpose. I should be piacere for 
early guidance as to the reply which should be given to 


| jE Ae hin. 
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| ne eee Trans jordan Prime Minister subsequently told the 
EUR RT Tae ee - Oriental Minister that it had now been decided that the 

Arab States should not themselves refer the Palestine 

case to United Nations Organisation. 


3. Sheik Youssef Yassin told the Oriental Minister 
that at the meetings of the Council regarding Palestine 
the delegates had greatly praised your attitude at the 
Palestine conference in London. | 


4. Iraqi Minister for Foreign Affairs told the 
Oriental Minister that Iraq wished to take up a stronger 
attitude not to go to United Nations Organisation but to 
insist on the execution of the White Paper by Great 
Britain, to ask the United States to re fain from inter- 
ee ference in the Palestine question if she did not wish to 
TPN AEE Bg Ue prejudice her oil concessions, air facilities and other 

Be a eee ee WAR economic interests in the Widdle Easte The Transjordan 
RR ge ks BB PO ay. & Prime Minister told the Oriental Minister that this idea 
| ac 0 een aT era had however been abandoned. 
ye | Damascus please pass to Reirut as my telegram 


oe ee , 2 ndece J 
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Cypher OTP DEPARTMENTAL No. 2 


GN OFFICE TO CAIRO 


6th March 1947. Ds 12. 15 Ae Me 2/th March 191-7 « 
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Your telegran io. 757 [Palestine and the Un 
‘ations]. 
The present poS1ltion LS a5 LULLvuwWde 


Sir Alexander Cadogan has been authorised to request 
the Seoretary~General to the United Nations to place the 
question of Palestine on the Agenda of the General Assembly 

at its September Session. He is to state that His _ 
Pe Majesty's Gevernnent will submit an account ef the 
de ee administration of Palestine under the present Mandate, 
and will ask the Assembly"to make reconmendations concerning 


the future governnent of Palestine". 


2, This request has not yet been formally : : 
communicated to the Secretary~General. We are eanxlous a 7 ee 
that some preparatory work on the problem shall be done ee | ae : 
by the United Nations before the September Session. ue | 
Without this, we fear that the Assembly would probably do 
little more than appoint a Committee to investigate the aes | 
problem and report back in 1918. Conversations are new ae : 
proceeding in New York as to procedure during this hy 7 | 
preparatory stage. The Secretary-General wishes to seek | 
the approval of the member states for the appointment of a 
Committee by his authority. Our om original idea, which 
the State Department are still inclined to faveur, Was 
thet the Committee should be appointed by a special 
session of the General Assembly convened fer the purpese. 
We are prepared to accept whichever of these twe 


procedures meets with general agreement. a ee 
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| 3. Our request for consideration of the Palestine 
problem by the United Nations will probably not be 
submitted to the Seoretary-General until this question of 
preparatory precedure has been cleared up informally. 


‘he The above may be conmunicated unofficially 
te the Iraqi Fereign Minister and to any other Arab 
Delegates who may ask te be informed of our intentions. 

[Caire] a 

Please pass copy to British Middle East Office as 

my telegram No. 509. | | 
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Repeated to Bagdad, 
Beirut 
Jerusalem, 
Jedda, 
Damascus » 
Amman, 


Lowes Wass waar” 


IMPORT ANT. 
LIGHT. 


ED ASL EEY 


Arab League Meeting, ° 
My telegram No.761, _ \\. 


Following is text of communiqué issued by Arab Le e 
Council wiarch 24th. : aoe 


ty ¢ f,7 ie f. 
fh: hi A f ka f " 
Pa ve - ES eo 


[Begins] 


Council of League of Arab States held its 46th Meeting 
24th March under presidency of Youssef Yassin, Council 
unanimously took following decisions, ~ = a 


1, Since negotiations which have recently taken place 
with Great Britain at Palestine Conference in London have 
not resulted in an equitable solution and since British 
Government have subsequently announced that they would submit 
question to United Nations, the Council decides that Arab 
States should defend that cause by all means in their power 
before international organisation on basis of independence of 


Palestine, 


9. Council decide to establish Committee to take all 
necessary measures in the course of defence of Palestinian 


cause by Arab States, 


3. Council recommends to Governments of Arab States that 
they should provide Higher Arab Committee with necessary 
funds to intensify propaganda for Palestinian cause before 
world public opinion and to provide it also with necessary 
funds to send Palestinian Scholastic Missions to specialise 
in science and arts with view to creation of University of 
Geience and Arts in Palestine. 


4, Council expresses its lively opps ee to 
continuation of Zionist immigration whether authorised by 
Great Britain or illegal and demand that it should be 
immediately and totally stopped. It Soe its protest 
against weakness of measures taken by Great Britain to 
combat that immigration, 


/Council 


we 8DUaLa say 
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Couneil subsequently examined question of Tripolftania | 
and took following decision thereon. Ls 
Council maintains its previous decision relation to 

unity and tadependence of that country. It charges 
Secretary General to make representations in order that 
Arab League or certain Arab countries may participate in 
any enquiry or plebiscite destined to determine political 
status of that country. It charges Secretary General 


4¢uation in country from the point of view of famine 
: Lh gd ead tt in order that if circumstances become | 


eritical Secretary General may place himself in touch 
with Arab countries sO that they may do what is necessary 
in that connexion, [Ends J. 
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Cypher OTP ; 
FROM BAGDAD ‘TO 
Sir He Stonehewer=Bird 


Noe 281 D. 3009 pee 25th March 194/. 


25th March 1927. Ro 7-18 pem 25th March 1917. 


Repeated to Cairo 
Beirut 
Dahascus 
Jedda 
Amman ~ 
Jerusalen 
British Middle East Office Caire 


4 


INMEDIATE Trrrrr 
SECRET 


My immediately preceding telegran, | 


Arab League. 


Government yesterday took unprecedented step of 
summoning a joint meeting of beth Houses of Parliament. 


A Pena 
the Regent from the Royal Gallery. First in seeret 
session the Prime Minister read out the resolutiens ef 
the Bludan Conference. Then in epen debate a number of 
speakers criticised the Arab League fer its inefficiency, 
lack of unity and neglect ef the Palestine question. 


% Finally a resolution was adepted requiring the 
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m=. League unanimously to approve the follewing action: 
(i) |United Kingden and United States to be infermed that they 
are responsible fer the present critical state of affairs 


/in Palestine. 


(2) Arabs should go te U.N.0. and demand the 
setting up of independent Arab State in Palestine. If 
demand is not met. Bludan decisions to be implemented, 
including recensideration of econemic and political 
relations with the United Kingdom and United States. 


(3) Full boycott ef Zionist goods including 
transit trade to prevent raw materials reaching the 
Zionists. 


3. If the resolution is not adepted by the League 
Iraq will consider herself free ef all responsibility 
in the matter. 


h. This resolution wasptegegraphed to Janali 
yesterday. The proviso in PAL) Ae is meant to hint, 
Nuri teld me this morning, that either the League must 
take Iraq's views inte serious consideration er Iraq 


i her: membership" er even withdraw altegether 
not % Cantime to be dragged sleng at the heels , 
ind Egypt in Md Use . eee le . : 
ent fer further: ing Egyptian aspi. 


Beirut pléase pass te Damascus as my telegram No. 32 


and Fereign Office » Please pass to Amman as my telegran 


(Repeated te Amman]. _ 
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Paragraph he line 2. 


For "telegram™ please read "tail", 


Conmunication Department. 
27th March,1 93/7. 
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THE DEPARTMENT 

AMBMBASSY LONDON 

1392, MARCH 28, 1947 

Following from Baghdad repeated for your information: 

"No. 121, 25th. | 

New Iraqi Parliament in special Joint Session attended 
throuchout by Regent, passed following Resolution yesterday: 

"Whereas the British Government's policy since the 


Balfour Declaration is directly responsible for the disturbed 
conditions in Palestine and the untoward circumstances Tre- 


sulting therefrom which threaten peace and security in this 
part of the world and endanger the existence of the Arabs 


and whereas stron: Zionist pressure has induced the American 
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Government to interfere in this question and to influence the 
British Government to favor the Zionists and in view of the 
airect and indirect influence of the 2 countries in the United 
Nations, apart from the great Zionist influence in world finan- 
elal markets, the Iraqi Parliament does not see any assurance 
for the realization of even a part of the just Arab cause im- 
bodied in the White Papers issued by the British Government 
during the last 20 years and especially {n the last White Paper 
issued in 1939 on the basis of 20 years experience. 

"In view of the foregoing, the Iraqi Parliament proposed, aa 
in order to assure the rights of the Arabs in Palestine, that a 


the following decision be adopted unanimously by the Arab League 7 


States: 
"1, To notify/ 


DEPARTMENT 'S-1392 


"1. To notify the British and American Governments 
that they are responsible for the present circumstances pre~ 
vailing in Palestine and the consequent dangers which threaten 
peace and security in this part of the world. | 

Re To request the United Nations to declare Palestine 
an independent Arab State. If this is not done by the Uni ted 
Nations, the Arab League States will find themselves compelled 
to implement the Secret Resolutions taken at the Extraordinary 
Session in Bludan which provide among other things, for the | 
reconsideration by all the Arab League States of their economic 
and political relations with the British and American Govern- 
ments. | 


3. To vrohibdit the export of raw materials which feed 
Z2Lonist industries whether locally produced or in transit to 


Palestine in addition to strictly boycotting the import of | 


Zionist goods. 


"The Iraqi Parliament avows its adherance to these pro- 
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posals and excnerates Iraq from the responsibility for any con- 
sequences arising from failure to implement them." a 
According to competent reporter present, veteran shia, . 
Senator Ridha Shabibis unseconded request for time to study Re- \ ame 
solution "lest it be interpreted that Iraq wished to withdrew - 3 
from League” was quickly quashed by Prime: Minister's answer, 
"We either execute the Bludan Resolutions resolutely or we 
hesitate to do so. Blame must rest on those who hesitate if i 
the League does not give the Palestine Question | the serious. con-fl 
sideration it merits and does not adopt a decisive attitude up, hy 
on the basis of the Bludan Resolutions. Then let there be no i 
League." Among other interesting statements made during sessiong 


were those/ 


secret decuments). As you recall, it embodied 6 Articles of 


wD 


\ 


were those of Arshad Al Umari who said, “Other Arab States 
regard Palestine as important, but not above national issues. 
We place Palestine even before our Iraqi issues because the | ae 7 
fate of all Arabs will be determined in Palestine" and Senator oe 
Sadiq Bassam who stated, "I understand that the Arab League | : | ge 
has decided to entertain a proposal to abandon the Secret cal eo ' 
Bludan Resolutions. Iraq, therefore, should adopt a plan ova 


compatible with its traditional Palestine Polley. The Prime 


auasasay 


Minister expounded such a plan in our Secret Session (lst half 


hour of session was in camera to permit Nuri to disclose various 
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will be saved." 
Session concluded with passage of Nuri's proposal to 


appoint Delegation carry copy of joint Resolution to Arab 
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League Meeting. Text of Resolution cabled Foreign Minister 
Jamali in Cairo. | 
Copies to Arab Capitals." 
ACHESON ACTING 
MR. JONES 
THS AMBASSADOR 
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Repeated to ; FORSIGN CSFICH NO. 780 
B8irut 
Démascus 
Jedd & 
Jsrusalew 
Ammen ~- Seving 


LVPORT ANT MOMMIC I 


Your telegram No. 274 to Foreign Office. 


er ee en gey am oe wee ewe ree in re ON 60 aA Ba EAE Few at yy DY W ke GES Vib WD WY 


issue. 


Sheik Youssef Yassin informed the Oriental Minister 
u few dayS ago that the Iraqi Government had instructed its 
delegation to propose to the Arab League that the Arab 
states Should not go to United Nations over the Palestine 
question but should demand from America and England the 
execution of White Paper, failing which the srab States 
would retaliate against oil, civil aviation and other 
Anglo-Saxon interests in their countries. Jamali elso 
mentioned the proposal to the Oriental Minister (see 
paragraph 4 of my telegrem No. 751). 


2. AgZam, who also acquainted the Oriental Minister with 
this proposal, said he had argued that if such a Note 
were addressed to America and England they would only refer 
the matter to Uniied Nations which could not be disregarded 
now that the Palestine question generally had been referred 
to it. Hie asked the opinion of the Oriental Minister 
who said he did not think thet there was anyadvantage to 
the Arabs in threatening the Anglo-Ssxon Powers in this way 
on the eve of discussion of the Palestine question by 
United Nations. Surely he suggested there were other and 
milder ways of making the Americans understand that their 
economic interests in the Middle Hast were not best served 
by policies distasteful to the arabs. 
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ao: 


So AS regerds Egypt Jamali has certain? fail 
ag to instruc ions if they were really pepe ag ‘a 
tans ny telegram [gps. undec. ] and preceding telegrams). 

4 view of paragraph 4 of your telegram I presume thet I 
cannot refer to these instructions ani take Jamali to task 
for having failed to execute them I fear that our 
ee 2 other countries are efraid of stand ing up for 
cutter tons of dudarets cr tity Seana weer ant oe 

Sider at tor inte ‘S OL Arab League 3 
anti-British attitude of the Kgyptian lic say a the 


f . | | 
ee we have apparently not succeeded in checking the 


Damascus please pass to Beirut as my telegram No. 99. 
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Kingdom Delegation to the 
cil of Foreign Ministers, 


MOSCOW. 


i 


29th March, 1947. 


Dear Harold, 
rT enclose a telegram the Secretary 


of State has had from the Arab Higher 


Committee. We should be grateful if you 


would take any action on it which you 


may think is necessary. 


Yours ever, 
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Bagdad telegram No,28l, 6 Cty 
Iraqi resolutions regarding Palestine. 


_ Iraqi Minister for core Affairs told 
Oriental Minister that Council of the Arab League 
had accepted Iraqi resolutions. He added that the 
Council had been much impressed by the attitude of 
Iraqi Parliament. 


Damascus please pass to Beirut as 108, 
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Repeated to Bagdad, 521. 
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Your telezraus No's.814 and 333 [of arch 29 and 
April 1, Meeting of Arab league]. 


We understand that Tragi representative did not 


8 toa adore S— te oe —— “> e-~--- a or ~~ tt we we wT ee we were wen & 


Anglo-Saxon: ‘Ente're sts, but was instructed to pat forward 
to the Arab league "another version" of Iraqi ~roposal. 


Iragi representative asserts that the arab leay ue accepted 


Iragi resolutions, presumably the revised version. Can 
you ascertain whether any such resolutions were in fact 


.accépted by Arab league and if so theirexact terms? 
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7 1. In speech to Lebanese Chamber of Deputies 
on April lst Minister for Foreign Affairs stated 
that complete unanimity had reigned at recent 
meeting of Arab League Council. Resolutions 

adopted were not improvisation but weré result of 
seghes pee sine: Bl udag,Copfenenes 87d Seraclsa to 
pursue Palestine question at U.N. with all means 

at their disposal and were confident that Arab 
Palestine would attain independence and freedon. 

As regards Syrian-Lebanese mediation in Anglo 
Egyptian dispute, Minister for Foreign Affairs said 
Syria and Lebanon had been unable to take negative 
stand in controversy between Egypt and Great Britain. 
They had been actuated by duty imposed by true 
friendship and by obligations resulting from their 
international position as members of Arab League and 
United Nations. If attempt failed it at least showed 
desire of country and Government to facilitate just 
solution of Egypt's problem. He concluded, "now that 
Egypt had decided to refer case to U.N., Arab 

League has adopted resolution lending unlimited 
support." 
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2e Following resolution was adopted unanimously 
by Chamber at same meeting. Lebanese Chamber of 
Deputies reaffirmed collaboration of Lebanese State 
and people with all other Arab States in defence of 
Palestine and supports Government in their endeavours 
to that end. Chamber begs Government not to abandon 
efforts until independence of Palestine is 
accomplished fact, regardless of stages through which 
question must pass before degired objective is 
obtained, Chamber also supports Egypt in her 
national demands 


3e Last sentence was not part of resolution as 
originally submitted by three private members, but was 


added in course of debate. | 
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THE POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES FOR HIS MAJESTY'S GOVRNMENT 
OF A SOLUTION OF THE PALESTINE QUSSTION UNACCEPTABLE 
TO THE ARABS. 


I am very much concerned at the possible serious political 
consequences for His Majesty's Government of a solution:of. the 
Palestine question unacceptable to the Arabs and I -have attempted 
in this memorandum an estimate of what these consequences would bee 


Ze While it is impossible to predict with certainty, owing to the 
many divergent trends of thought in the Arab world, just how un- 
favourable a solution the general mass of the Arabs can be brought 
to accept, it can be assumed that the Arabs would regard as | 
unacceptable any solution which, in their view, does not contain an 
adequate guarantee of security against future Jewish demands for 
increased territory or increased power and influence:- for example, 
any form of partition with its implication of unlimited immigration 
and a consequent future demand for increased tLepensraun" would be 
unacceptable to the Arabs (even if backed by assurances of the 
immutability of the frontiers of the Jewish state), or again any 
unitary solution which permitted immigration on a scale which would 
ultimately threaten Arab preponderance in Palestine. 


36 The reactions of the Arabs in Palestine itself to any such 
solution are fairly easy to predict; these would be the most violent 
protests and an outbreak of Arab terrorism, probably on a serious 


aroala. n ani @ h d i ‘ 4 i 
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political implications, deriving principally from the general 
sympathy and support which the Palestinian Arabs would enjoy in the 
other Arab countries (involving the supply of arms etc. from the 
neighbouring countries). But more important than this we mast 
consider also the reactions of all the Arab countries of the Miidle 
East, countries in varying stages of social and economic development, 
and the effect of these reactions on the position of His Majesty's 
Government in these countries and on the whole position of His 
Majesty's Government in the MiddkBast. We must indeed 40 further 
and consider the consequent repercussions on His Majesty's 
Government's relations with other powers and in particular with 


Soviet Russia. 


re Some of the Arab countries are still in a primitive stage of 
development, where the King is an autocrat and only his views and 
opinions need to be taken into account. That is the case with 
Saudi Arabia, the Yemen, Transjorden and the Sheikhdoms of the 
Persian Gulf area. Here the issue is comparatively simple and 


predictable:- 


(a) In Saudi Arabia it is a question of what King Ibn Saud 
would think. -He would be bitterly disappointed at what he 
would regard as a betrayal of the Arab race (in which he 

would feel personally involved on account of his advice to 

the Arabs in the early stages of the 4939-45 war to put their 
trust in Great Britain) and His Majesty's Government would have 


to expect in consequence to forfeit, at any rate for some time 
to come, that position of respect and influence which they 
have enjoyed for so long with Ibn Saud. 


(b) In the Yemen we have no similar position of respect and 
influence. His Majesty's Government would lose prestige in 
Yemeni eyes but the local implications woud not be serious 


for uS. 


(c)/ 
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(c) In Transjordan the reaction would probably be less 
violent for two reasons. In the first place, King Abdullah, 
for all his fahits, is more wholeheartedly devoted to Great 
Britain than any other Arab ruler. Secondly his ambition 
leads him to hope that out of the solution of the Palestine 
question, if it is to be partition, may come some increase 
of his own territories. 


(a) In the Sheikhdoms of the Persian Gulf, - Koweit, Bahrein, 
Qatar and the Trucial Sheikhdoms, the position of influence 
which His Majesty's Government enjoys with the local Sheikhs 
should be sufficient to counter any adverse reactionse - 


De The position in the remaining Arab States, - the more 
Weqvanced" countries of Egypt, the Levant States and Iraq, ~ is 
much more complex and difficult. These countries -in their several 
ways are groping towards some form of progressive and democratic 
government under the impulse of two separate but concurrent 

forces (a) the growing discontent and restlessness of the masses, 
aggravated in its turn by the social and economic dislocation 
resulting from the war and (b) the growth of local and Arab 
nationalism. This second factor is indeed closely connected with 

a third, namely the steady development and transformation of the 
Effendis, — the educated and semi-educated products of Kastern 
universities and schools, = into 4 coherent and vocal professional 
middle class destined, without a doubt, to play a leading part 

in shaping the future of the Middle Eastern Gountries.e- It is among 
these Effendis that the new spirit of nationalism finds expression 
in its most extreme form. The social economic and political 
evolution resulting from the inter-play of these forces is producing 
stresses and strains which are profoundly affecting the position 


nigh Gpeat Reltade has built up, particularly in_Saypt Sno 


ULLL OOoOYyun e 
explanation of Egyptian and Iragi demands for Treaty revision. 
The maintenance of our position in these countries (and particularly 
in Egypt) is moreover being prejudiced by the fact that the 
question of relations with Great Britain has become a dominating 
factor in internal politics and is being exploited as such by 
local politicians. It is in these circumstances an unfortunate 
fact that large sections of the Effendis in these countries are 
hostile and suspicious towards Great Britain. Indeed the 
extremist and revolutionary tendencies of some sections make them a 
ential prey to Soviet propaganda, which is already active 
| | dle Bast. ‘The objective of this propaganda is 
- quite clearly.. the immediate dissemination of Communist doctrine, 
\—qweé-the undermining of Great Britain's position in the Middle Hast 
aA and the Soviet propaganda machine is losing no opportunity to 
exploit the difficulties of the situation to the full and, 
wherever possible, to turn the Arabs against Great Britains 
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6e To meet such a situation His Majesty's Government are now 
pursuing a three-fold policy of (a) using their influence to 
encourage local governments (and particularly the Iragi Government ) 
to pursue a more enlightened policy taking due account of the 
evolutionary process towards more representative and democratic 
government. b) encouraging by the otfer of expert advice and 
assistance (through the British Middle Bast Office in Cairo) the 
development of improved labour conditions, improved methods of © 
agriculture, improved health services etc. in short those factors 
which are essential to improvement in living standards and 
conditions, and (c) giving full publicity throughout the Middle 
Kast to the British way of life and its advantages over Russian 


communisme 


h a background that we must try to estimate 
a" Arab countries of a solution of the 
the Arabs, — to estimate, in 


Te It is against suc 
the effect in these “advance 
Palestine problem unacceptable to 


short ,/ 


short, the degree to which such a development would complicate 
still further the task of His Majesty's Government in maintaining 


their position in the Middle Haste 


8. (a) in Egypt, the growing spirit of nationalism is 
essentially local and Egyptian, rather than Arab, and in normal 
circumstances, a solution of the Palestine question unfavourable 
to the Arabs might not arouse strong feeling. There is however ; 

a strong tendency to support the cause of the Palestine Arabs for 
prestige reasons, to justify Egypt'& claim to be the leading Arab 
state of the Middle East. Passions have, moreover, been aroused 
in Rgypt over the protracted treaty negotiations and unfriendly 
politicians are ready to exploit for their own purposes any issue 
which can be turned to the disadvantage of Great Britain. It must 
be expected that they would seize for this purpose on any unfavourable 
solution of the Palestine question. 


(>) In the Levant States, Syria and the Lebanon (especially 

in the former), Arab feeling about Palestine is very strong, but 
here Great Britain does not enjoy the same position of influence as 
other Arab lands, for the reason that her association with these 
two countries has not bem so close in the past. In the Levant 
States, an unfavourable solution of the Palestine question would 
provoke loud and vehement protests and the weak Governments in both 
countries would be likely, in self-defence, to join, and even take 
the lead, in the denunciation of Great Britain. It is moreover to 
be expected that any rising in Palestine would be organised and 


supplied from Syriae 


(c) But it is in Iraq of all the Arab countries that reeling 
over Palestine runs highest and the tide of genuinely pan-Arab 


nationalism flows strongest. It is here that the reaction to & 


a a ~2o bam Dalblant§i 
be most spontaneous an ne aroblepehnt aygurable to_the Arabs would 


Majesty's Government most serious. His Majesty's Gevernment enjoy 


WW bey ew ree 


a special position in Iraq, based on special Treaty relations, which 
have grown out of our former position as mandatory power in iraq 
after the first world war; and depending on the friendly feelings 

of the Regent of Iraq and the leading Iraqi politicians. But the 
Regent would not be able to stand up against an outburst of anti- 
British feeling over Palestine. The prospects of the impending 
negotiations for revision of the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty would thereby 
be seriously prejudiced and it must be expected that in the face 

of pressure from public opinion the Iraqi Government would have to 
take steps to terminate the contracts of the various British 
advisers and experts in their employ. Moreover the Iraq Petroleum 
company anticipate that in such circumstances they would be faced 
with serious labour troubles (with a repetition on a much larger 
scale of the agitations which provoked the strike at the Kirkuk 
oilfields last July) as well as difficulties with the Iraqi 
authorities. Other British enterprises in Irag would suffer similarly 
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The conclusion to be drawn from this survey is that a solution 
of the Palestine question unecceptable to the Arabs would lead to 

a serious deterioration in our relations with the Arab countries 

jn the Middle East (with relatively unimportant exceptions) and. 
would cause a serious setback to our Middle Hast policy particularly 
in Irage We should, at one stroke, forfeit the confidence of the 
Arabs and particularly of the BHffendis, who are, as explained above, 
pecoming a very important element in the Arab countries. No dount 
with time it would be possible to win back the confidence of the 
rulers of the primitive countries. The danger is, however that in 
the "advanced" countries events would move too fast to enable us 

to make up the ground that would have be@ lost, and that, 

Irag and the Levant States in particular, we should, by our own 
action, create the conditions which would make possible extensive 
Soviet penetration into these countries. Mr. Shone, in @ report 
which he sent before he left Beirut on the subject of the decline 


of French influence in the Levant States expressed the view that 
unless His Majesty's Government could step into French shoes, a 
vacuum, as it were, would be created owing to the general. economic 
and political weakness of the Levant States and their consequent 
inability to stand as yet on their own feet, and that there was a 
serious danger that this vacuum would eventually be filled by 
Soviet Russias Iraq is another country which is not yet strong 
enough to manage by itself, and this fact, coupled with the 
circumstances already described above, points to the serious danger 
that a loss of British influence would open the way to Soviet 
penetration. There can be no douht that the primary objective of 
Soviet Russia's Middle Eastern policy is to undermine Great Britain's 
position of influence in the Arab countries with the object of 
establishing Soviet influence in its place, and although, in spite 
of intensive propaganda the Soviet Government may not as yet have 
made great headway towards this goal, the danger of a swing of Ar& 
Opinion in the "advanced" countries towards Soviet Russia, led by the 
extremist sections of the Effendis, is always present and there is 
Surely a very serious risk that the blow to British prestige and the 
outburst of anti-British feeling in the Arab countries which would 
follow a solution of the-Palestine problem unfavourable to the Arabs, 
would give the Soviet Government the very conditions they required 
Tor the furtherance of their plans. In any case the Soviet 
Government could be relied on to exploit the situation to the full. 
Iraq seems to me to be the danger area, through which Soviet 
penetration into the Middle Kast would comee From there it would 
spread into the Levant States and even if, for some time, it spread 
no further southwards and westwards, Great Britain's position in the 
Middle Hast would already be gravely prejudiced. The loss of 
British influence in Irag would inevitably lead to the loss of 
British influence in Persia and we should have to envisage the 
supplies from both countries, which would 
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ain and the British Empire on Middle East oil supplies both in 
peace and in ware 


10. These forebodings may appear unduly pessimistic, but I have 
felt bound to set them down, as I am deeply impressed by the precarious 
character of our present position in the Middle East. We need time 
and the most favourable conditions possible to establish our 
relationship with the Arab countries, particularly Egypt and Iraq, 
on a broader basis, more in accordance with the changing 

conditions in those countries, and I am anxious lest a decision be 
taken over Palestine which might nullify our whole endeavour in an 
area of great possibilities for British activity and initiative. 
This is an area of vital importance to Grest Britain in which, in 
favourable conditions, we can stand up successfully to Soviet 
pressure and penetration, and it is surely essential that we should 
not take any action over Palestine which would handicap us out of 
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: OLLI Ue NAL Gill Ilad dsiilQ tO sé6 bis paper 
(Print.) minuted. 


oe It is certainly desirable that we should keep 
; in as close touch as possible with Saudi Arabian 
(How disposed of.) Government and the other Arabian Governments over 
the reference of the Palestine question to the 
United Nations and that we shculd really make 
them feel that we are taking full account of their 
Views and feelings in the matter. 
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Oe osneikh Youssif Yassin appears, however, to 

be suggesting that we should reach agreement with 
the Arab Governments in advance on the policy 
which we think ought to be followed and this is 
further than we can really go, narticularly as he 
appears to want us to agree that the appointment of 
a Committee to investigate the question would be 
undesirable. ‘the appointment or such a Committee 
is indeed, in our view, unavoidable and the object 
of the Special Session is to create one ( and, 
incidentally, the appointment of such a Committee has 
already been included as an item for the provision- 
al agenda of the forthcoming Special Session of 

the Assembly). 


4. ‘the anxieties of the Arab Governments about the 
consequences of appointing such a Committee are 
understandable and it is possible that they would be 
reduced if the Committee were a purely fact finding 
one and were not empowered to make recommendations. 
“his is perhaps a point on which we can (and should) 
Next Paper. meet the Arad Governments. It would certainly 

Seem to oe a suitable subject for discussion 


between/ 
°0 ‘aS 320038 F.0.P. 


| Oya Ob Me 
between our own Delegation in New York and the : f- Lf 
Arab Delegations. With a view to such discussion ¢ Wh 
we should consider this aspect of the matter further 
and give Sir A. Cadogan the necessary guidance. y 


5. Meanwhile, the attached telegram, if approved, . 
should go off as soon as possible in order that Cairo 
can answer Sheikh Youssif Yassin before the meeting 
of the Arab Foreign Ministers on April 19th. 


OANA 


IT.P) Garran. 
15h April, 1947. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not pessed on. 


Cyphe r/OTP WORTD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 


FROM CAIRO TO FORSIGN OFFICH. 

Sir R.I. Campbell Wh fii (Gey 
No. 895 DQ. 7.28 pen. 12th A wril, Iv47- 
12th April, 1947. R. 9.00 p.::. Leth April, 1947. 
Repeated to : Bagdad 


Jvedda 
Jerusalem 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Youssif Yassin called on the Oriental Minister on 
April 12th and urged the desirability of an underStending 


between Great Britain and Saudi-érabia regarding conducting 
reference to United Nations General Assembly of the Palestine 


aig oat as —_ fn. TT Pens ern ow AD WW The yee bf _— on wr a eee os 


of State for Foreign Affairs, who had seemed to agree “with 
the desirability of an wnderstaming with Great Britain as to 
procedure. 


United States Ministers at Jedda and Ciro had handed 
Saudi-Arabian and Sgyptian Governments memoramun suggesting 
at Special meeting question of appointment of committee of 

quiry should be discussed. The Arab Governments were 
opposed to the appointment of aCommittee and wished the 
Palestine question to be discussed by the General Assembly 
without reference to a Committee which might investicate an 
act to their disadvantage as in case of the recent Anglo- 
imerican Committee of Enquiry. 


The Sheik thought the majority of arab States, perhaps 
all, wanted to go to United Nations in agreement with 
Great Britain as to a procedure and he thought such an 
agreement Was to our interest. 


The Sheik asked that above might be reyarded as coming 
only from Saudi-dérabie end as private em c mfidential. 
What answer should I give to Youssif Yassin who urges that 
he be given answer before meeting of liinisters for Foreign 
Affairs of Arab States on April 19th to consider the Palestine 
yuestion 7 
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Top Secret. 
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Secret. 

Confidential. 

Restricted. 


Open. 


Draft. 


H.M. Ambassa 


a6 a ) 4 BME, ag MYTEL 397, 
Cairo. - : : 
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telegram No. 895 £ of 12th April: 


Palestine and the United Nations/. 


If the intention behind Sheikh Yussif 


* . 


Yassin's suggestion is that there should be a 
preliminary between Great Britain 
, specia 

and Saudi Arabia regarding procedure at the /_ 
B d ol N e > = 7 ° ; 
ers N : United Nations Assembly, this would seem 
Damascu : 
Beirut N 
Amman No. 
verusalem 


likely to commit us rather too rigidly in 


advance of the meeting. We welcome& however 


P 
34d ne suggestion that there should be close 


< 


anneanltatian hatween H_M_G_. and the Sand? 


Arabian and other Arab Governments and you 


- 


should inform Sheikh Yussif Yassin accordingly, | 


adding that it weedd be most useful if close | 


Canlgs  % 
contact #6 maintained in New York between 


A 
e 


the U.K, Delegation and the Arab Delegations. 


. 


YouShould explain however that it 


¢ 


will not in any case be possible for H.M.G. to 
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Cypher. 


Distribution :— meet the Arab Govérnments' views regarding 


the non-appointment of a committee. In fact, 


World Organisation 


the object of the special session of the 


’ 
Y 


Assembly is to create such a committee and, 


as the Arab Governments will Now eaiieimeeney know, 


i) | | | 
the appointment of a committee already appears 


Coptes to :— So 
Mr.Martin, C.O. ac—-he—test—item:on the provisional agenda. 


3 We proposed this procedure because we could 
f 
WA not expect the General Assembly to reach 


any conclusions about Palestine until the 
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and we feared that, if the committee was not» 
\ 


appointed until the Assembly met for its 
| Pe us oa «oh 


regular annual session in September, there would 


‘ a 


t 


not be time for its report to, be received and 


< * 


considered this. year. ‘The’ Arab. States will 


< z . 


be represented at the special session and will 


. 


be able to express their views, and it will be 


~~ 


RIS Ete 
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for the special session to determine the terms 


whether 


of reference of the committee, ¢.g.. 


it should be purely fact-finding or whether it 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


—_ —_— Pg ree eh at ene bk F ote a OE oe | 


rae 


This seems to be .the sort of questien-eon-whieh }| - | 
4 os Ste aes : : 


a : 
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there might wéll be close consultation between the 


U.K. and Arab delegations in New York. - 


’ 


TO BE WRITEN 


information, while we - 
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undérstand the fear of ‘the Arab Governments |. 


that an unfavourable report from the Committee 


NOTHING 


might make it more difficult for them to obtain 


san 


“en 


ee set 


a fair hearing.for.their point of -eview in. 


September, we do not. think that a report of a 


committee confined to fact-finding and analysis 


of the problem would have this effect, and we 


are ourselves inclined to doubt whether the 


committee should be autho ised to make recommendptions. 


This is a question which Will require further 


consideration. 


- 
Fok 


LON sid 


96/51/51 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. 
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Repeated to : Bagdad No. 1333 Jerusalem | 
Jedda No. 195 British Middle Hast Office, 
Damascus No. 216 Cairo, No. 397 
Beirut No. 266 United Kingdom Delegation, 
Amman No. 173 New York, No. 1160 
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Your telegram No. 895 {of 12th April: Palestine and 
the United Nations]. | 
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is that there should be a preliminary agreement between 

Great Britain and Saudi Arabia regarding procedure at the 
special United Nations Assembly, this would seem likely to | 
commit us rather too rigidly in alvance of the meeting. We 
welcome, however, the suggestion that there should be close 
consultation between His Majesty's Government and the 

saudi Arabian end other Arab Governments and you should 
inform Sheikh Yussif Yassin accordingly, aiding that it will 
be most useful if close contact cen be maintained in New York 
between the United Kingdom Delegation and the Arab Delegation. 
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2. You shoujd explain, however, that it will not in any case 
be possible for His Majesty's Government to meet the Arab 
Governments’ views regarding the non-appointment of a committee. 
In fact, the object of the special session of the Assembly is 
to create such a committee and, as the Arab Governments will 
now know, the appointment of a committee already appears on 
the provisional agenda. We proposed this procedure because 
we could not expect the General Assembly to reach any conclusions 
about Palestine until the matter hed been first examined by a 
committee; and we feared that, if the committee was not | 


appointed 


appointed until the Assembly met for its regular anmal 
session in September, there would not be time for its. 
report to be received and considered this year. The 
Arab States will be represented at the special session and 
will be able to express their views, and it will be for 
the special session to determine the terms of reference of 
the committee, ¢.g. whether it should be purely fact-finding 
or whether it should be authorised to make recommendations. 
This seems to be the sort of question on which there oh 
well be close consultation between the United Kingdom and 
Arab delegations in New York. , 


3. For your own Seecwneeion, while ¢ we understand the 
fear of the Arab Governments that an unfavourable report 
from the Soumittee might make it more difficult for them to 
obtain a fair hearing for their point of view in ec premiers 
we do not think that 4s report of a committee confined to - 
fact-finding and analysis of the problem would have this 
effect, we are ourselves inclined to doubt whether the 
committee should be authorised to make recommendations. 
This ds a question which will — further consideration. 


[Cairo only. ] (Please pass to British Middle East Office 
eae . . as my telegram No. 597 Immediate. ) 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en]. 
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D. 4.6 pom GMT 10th April 1947. 
R. 6-30 p.m. BST 10th April 1947. 


Mr. Eyres. 
No. 111 


10th April 1947. 
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Repeated te: 


Your telegram No. 293° to Bagdad: Special 
session of United Nations Assembly. : 


On hearing that a special session of General 
Assembly of United Nations would be convened to 
appoint a preparatory committee on Palestine, 


meeting ef the Foreign Ministers of the Arab 
League would have te be convened without delay 
to consider pelicy. 


2 Official of Syrian Ministry of Fereicr 
Affairs states that ne date ee been Fixed for 
such a meeting nor has a decision been reached as 
to where it will take place (contrary to the 
Statement in general overseas service of the B.B.C. 
on April 6th naming Damascus). ° | 
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